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We Are All In The Same Boat Part 4 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Today we continue on from where we left off last week with the thought at the end of chapter 

three where Paul assures that salvation by faith does not abolish the law but upholds it.  

To do this he draws their attention to Abraham in chapter 4, and a small section on David. 

For sake of time we will only look at some key verses in chapter 4 which concentrate on Paul’s 

use of Abraham to reveal a very important truth - all of humanity is justified by faith - before 

the law, during the law and after the law.  

Here is a timeline to help put some of what we are looking at into perspective.   

It is based on this general timeline Paul argues, salvation is by grace through faith alone. 

From the time of Adam and Eve to Moses - there is no law.  This is the period Abraham lived in. 

Moses brings the law - 430 years after Abraham.  

From Moses to Jesus, where Jesus says he fulfills the law. 

As the council of Jerusalem affirms in the book of Acts, following the law is no longer required - 

including circumcision.  Only faith is required to be made righteous before God.  

Paul will argue, it is only faith that is required before, during and after the law - and he uses this 

timeline to make his point.  

Nothing has changed in regards to how humanity, over all time and across all cultures, is made 

right with God.  

In order to reconcile the bickering Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians in the Roman church, 

he argues the principle of faith was operating before and during the law and is the very same 

faith that bonds the Jews and Christians together.  

Joseph Fitzmyer in the Anchor Yale Bible says; “In order to show that the justification to all 

human beings by grace through faith does not undo the law but upholds it, Paul argues this was 

always a principle operation in the Old Testament.” (pg.369) 

To the Jewish Christians he shows them they are not abandoning the law, but instead Paul 

reveals how the principle of faith is found in the law.   

At the same time, he shows the Gentile believers their faith is the same as Abraham - even 

more so, Abraham is the model of their faith and so they to are the descendants of Abraham. 

Paul is putting the Jews and Gentile on common ground - so get along! 
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As Douglas Moo points out in the New International Commentary; “Undoubtedly he brings 

Christian faith into the closest possible relationship to Abrahams faith.”  (pg.287) 

Finally, we will see what these implications have for us today. 

The meaning of these verses should break down barriers between people in a way that makes 

us uncomfortable - just as it was doing for the Jewish believers as they read this.  

As we read this, may we truly remember - We are all in the same boat! 

Reading from Romans 4; 

“Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover 

about being made right with God? 2 If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he 

would have had something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3 For the Scriptures tell 

us, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.”  

4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 5 However, to 

the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 

righteousness. (v5 NIV) 

9 Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles? Well, we have 

been saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God because of his faith. 10 But how did 

this happen? Was he counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before he 

was circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised! 

13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not 

on his obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14 If 

God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is 

pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. And where there 

is no law there is no transgression. (v15b NIV) 

16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to receive it, 

whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For 

Abraham is the father of all who believe.  

And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. 23 And when God counted him 

as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 24 for our benefit, too, 

assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised 

Jesus our Lord from the dead.” (NLT) 

The New Living Translation makes many of the points in this passage clear. 

I like the way it flows - it reads very well. 

Yet there are two places it loses too much of the meaning in the original Greek, therefore I have 

put the NIV translation in place of those verses.  
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This is not a criticism or choice of one translation over another, as the truth is, there is no one 

English translation that does it all perfectly. 

Furthermore, although we do not have the time to get into every verse of this chapter, we will 

look at the prominent argument Paul is making by his use of Abraham to show we are all saved 

by grace through faith alone. 

Let’s start with verses 1 and 2.  It says; “Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our 

Jewish nation. What did he discover about being made right with God? 2 If his good deeds had 

made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast about. But that was not 

God’s way.” 

Paul brings up Abraham - who was considered by every Jew to be their father, the father of 

their nation. 

Every Jew was proud of Abraham and was well versed in his story. 

Paul uses an interesting phrase to introduce Abraham - that, humanly speaking - he was the 

founder of the Jewish Nation. 

This has a double meaning for those who were listening - first yes, through Abraham’s direct 

descendants came the nation of Israel, but implied in those words is the action of God that 

brought it into being.  

And what was happening between Abraham and God, this arrangement, this miracle of a nation 

goes far beyond just the nation of Israel, but is something God does throughout the world - and 

Abraham, your faith is the faith that reconciles all of humanity. 

This is what Paul is about to reveal - his argument to bring the Jewish and Non-Jewish believers 

together. 

What did Abraham discover about God?  How was Abraham made right with God?  Paul asks?   

It wasn’t by his good deeds - that’s not God’s way! 

He can boast between you and I, but not before God! 

It is so difficult for us to imagine that being good people does not justify us before God. 

In our culture, and in the back of our mind is this thought, this hope, that our good will out 

weigh the bad.  

Like a karmic tit for tat, good outweighing the bad. 

That’s not Christianity at all. 
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The truth is, we are so disconnected, so incredibly far from the love and type of person God 

created us to be, there is no way, no amount of effort that can even bring us close to what we 

were meant to be.  

The idea that we are saved by faith alone still doesn’t sink in for us today. 

Many of us will say we believe in this, but our lives don’t reflect it. 

Our lives still reflect a striving to be the people we think God wants us to be as outlined in the 

scripture or by our community.  

The Jews were doing the same thing.   

As Douglas Moo points out, “The dominant Jewish theology of the day joined faith and works 

closely together resulting in a synergism with respect to salvation.  Paul argues - in Abraham’s 

life or in anyone else’s - is wholly of grace and must be, then, based on faith.”  (pg.263) 

It’s exactly what many of us do today isn’t it!? 

We say we believe in salvation by faith, but then hold each other to some set of expected 

behaviour, standard, set of believes and practices.   

“But that was not God’s way with Abraham” argues Paul. 

Which begs the question, then what was God’s way? 

Continuing on from verse 3, “For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, and God 

counted him as righteous because of his faith.”  

It was faith.  

Way, way, way back then, starting from Abraham, God counted him as righteous because of his 

faith.  

Paul is quoting one of the most famous, well known verses to the Christian Jews, Genesis 15:6 

which says, “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” 

That word for believed is the same word for faith Paul uses, pistis, .  

Abraham put his faith in the Lord. 

Now some of you may be saying, “But the Old Testament was written in Hebrew” - true, but the 

version of the Old Testament Paul and his readers used was called the LXX - Septuagint - and it 

was written in Greek.  

Paul makes a direct connection of faith between the type of faith Abraham had and the type of 

faith has been advocating for.   

Then it says, “God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
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The phrase should really read, ‘credited him’ as righteous. 

The word counted, or reckoned, or credited him - is an accounting term used back then, both in 

religious and secular circles.  

It’s a term used in bookkeeping and its imagery was commonly used by biblical writers.  

It’s a metaphor - it points out that a person’s account may be credited with an asset they have 

not fully earned - like a gift.  

Like God wins the lottery and decides to give it to you, to just deposit it into your account. 1 

The asset is our right standing before God, a restoration to what we were originally created to 

be, our justification, the forgiveness of our sin, the cancelation of all our debt - wiped out! 

How?  By earning it? 

No, it was his faith that cause God to credit him righteousness. 

Paul further expands on this metaphor in the next verses, 4-5 where it says; 

4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 5 However, to 

the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 

righteousness. (v5 NIV) 

Paul is making it very clear - it’s not earned! 

As you can see, I’ve put the NIV verse in there - because it more clearly illustrates the 

bookkeeping metaphor of credit Paul is using.   

Douglas Moo likes this emphasis in this verse and says in the New International Commentary; 

“The reward of righteousness must not be dependent on work - for God is never obliged by his 

creatures; justification is a gift, freely bestowed, not a wage justly earned.”  (pg.263) 

Paul deals with the cultural understanding within the Jewish believer’s community that none of 

their works makes them righteous - none! 

It’s not works and faith, it’s faith alone - sola fide! 

Now he is going to deal with two huge stumbling blocks for these Jewish believers - 

circumcision and the law! 

Remember, the Jewish believers were trying to impose circumcision and some elements of the 

law onto the Gentile believers. 

Paul has to deal with this to bring unity to the group. 

 
1 Gerald Cragg, Interpreters Bible Commentary pg.440. 
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So he starts by dealing with circumcision from verse 9; “Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, 

or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles?  

Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God because of his 

faith. 10 But how did this happen?  

Was he counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before he was 

circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised!” 

Gerald Cragg in the Interpreter’s Commentary reminds us; “The Jews insisted on circumcision 

with a fierce fanaticism, and it became the distinguishing mark which divided them from all 

other peoples.”  (pg.442) 

Do you remember how big this issue of circumcision was at the beginning of Christianity? 

It was the issue which caused the first Council of Jerusalem - we looked at that and it’s found in 

the book of Acts. 

The leaders had to settle this issue once and for all - do non-Jewish believers need to be 

circumcised? 

The apostles and leaders of the church all Jewish - decided no. 

They recognized that salvation is by grace through faith only.  

Paul has to show the Jewish believers in Rome it’s not required - and uses Abraham as an 

example. 

It’s a simple argument - God’s promise to Abraham, and God’s credit of righteousness to 

Abraham - both happened before circumcision was given as a sign.  

Therefore, our justification, our righteousness is not based on circumcision, but on faith. 

And if you think God told Abraham to be circumcised at the same time as God credited him 

righteousness because of his faith, you’re wrong! 

Because the sign of circumcision was given 29 years after Abraham’s faith was credited to him 

as righteousness!2 

So stop trying to circumcise the Gentile believers! 

And don’t think that being circumcised gives you better status before God! 

Paul has dealt with the issue of circumcision and is now going to broaden it to the whole law - 

and at the same time begins to draw the Gentiles into the equation as well. 

 
2 Douglas Moo, New International Commentary Romans pg.268 
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From verse 13, “Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants 

was based not on his obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by 

faith.  

14 If God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the 

promise is pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. And 

where there is no law there is no transgression. (v15b NIV) 

The whole earth - the promise covers the whole earth, as in all of humanity - and that did not 

happen based on the law - for not everyone had or has the law. 

Again, Paul reinforces this all important fact - a right relationship with God comes by faith! 

Then Paul makes some interesting points here - if God’s promise of righteousness comes from 

obeying the law, there is no need of not only faith, but even the promise is pointless because 

no one can obey the law! 

The law can’t save - it can only bring punishment.  It can’t restore us to God’s glory - remember 

the beginning of our series - we have all fallen short of the glory of God, that which God created 

us to be, loving creatures, as God is love. 

The law can’t do that - but it does give occasion for punishment.  

So why are we holding onto the law!!!!!!??????  And insisting others follow it!!!!!!?????? 

The second half of verse 15 is where it gets really interesting, as we read, “where there is no law 

there is no transgression.” 

I chose the NIV here because of the word transgression.   

It’s quite simple, if there is not law to break, there’s no fault.  No guilt.  No punishment.  

Paul further expands this in the next chapter which we looked at in our last series on Romans. 

Paul’s point is this - Abraham was made righteous before God because of his faith - not by 

obeying the law - which didn’t come until 430 years later! 

Abraham was justified by faith before the law - long before the law! 

That word for transgression is parabasis  - which is also translated as sin in many 

English bibles.  

It means to overstep - to step over a boundary, to cross the line, to do something forbidden. 

If there is no law, no boundaries, the sin of parabasis can’t exist.  

This is another set up by Paul - he’s showing them that parabasis as sin is irrelevant.   
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The Jewish believers are looking at the Gentile believers and screaming - ‘Look at their sin!  

They are transgressing!’ 

Paul says it’s irrelevant - because when Abraham was made righteous by God, it was 430 years 

before the law - Abraham was not made righteous because of obedience to the law, but by 

faith. 

And neither are you! 

You’re all saved by faith alone.  

Here is my favourite part of the book of Romans - it distinguishes between the sin of parabasis - 

transgression, and hamartia, to miss the mark.  

The Jewish listeners are now confused about another matter - if there’s no parabasis, no 

transgression, how can there be sin? 

Paul answers that in the next chapter. 

‘Oh, don’t you worry, even without the law, there was sin - but not the kind you’re thinking of, 

not in terms of breaking a law, but in terms of unbelief, hamartia.’ 

Remember earlier in our series we looked at Romans 3:23 where it says; “All have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God”. 

All have hamartia.  

Hamartia exists apart from law.  Apart from any law.  

Hamartia is unbelief - it is our actively not trusting God with our desires and dignity. 

There is no need of law for us to do that.  

And so there was sin long before there was law.   

This had a two-pronged message to the church in Rome - The Jewish believers could not boast 

about having or following the law, and the Gentile believers were just as guilty of sin although 

they did not have the law. 

There was no parabasis for the Gentile believers, but there was hamartia. 

There was no parabasis for Abraham, but there was hamartia. 

The only solution to hamartia is faith. 

Therefore, humanity is saved by faith before the law, during the law and after the law.  

We are all in the same boat - all of us here today, all of us today around the world, all of us 

throughout the world throughout time.  
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All of us are guilty of hamartia, and the only way we are made right with God is faith.  

Did you do your homework last week?  Did you read the second half of Romans 1 and the first 

verse of chapter 2? 

The second half of chapter one is a trap - Paul sets a trap - and spring the trap in the first verse 

of chapter 2. 

We are all just as guilty - the hamartia that drives that behaviour is the same hamartia we have 

and is causing dissention among us.  

We are all in the same boat. 

As our verses conclude, from verse 16, “So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free 

gift. And we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if 

we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father of all who believe.” 

To you, to me - whether or not we live according to the law of Moses - or any law created by 

any church in place of the law of Moses, or any church prescribed behaviour based on the 

Sermon on the Mount, or Church rules based on Paul’s writings, or Peters, or anyone. 

We cannot perform our way into a right relationship with God. 

Abraham is the father of all who believe - it is that faith that is the bond between Jewish 

believer and Gentile believer - between our community of faith here today and the one down 

the road.  

These verses conclude with a summary - a summary to remind them they are one.  From verse 

22, “And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. 23 And when God counted 

him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 24 for our benefit, too, 

assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised 

Jesus our Lord from the dead.” 

The stories of Abraham and the prophets were recorded - for our benefit.   

So we could see Abraham was saved by faith - so don’t treat the Jewish culture, the writings of 

Moses and the Prophets with contempt.  

Again Douglas Moo points out, “Paul’s conviction that the Old Testament everywhere speaks to 

Christians is fundamental to his theology and preaching.  Christians share with Abraham the 

same basis for justification - faith - and the same God as the object of that faith.” (pg.287) 

That’s how Paul explains how faith does not abolish Moses and the Prophets, but upholds it.  

For us this is a powerful reminder that we cannot point the finger, that we are all in the same 

boat. 
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It is also cause to rejoice - for now a righteousness apart from the law is revealed - has always 

been there - and is available to us now. 

A righteousness by grace through faith. 

It is a free gift. 

If you haven’t already, won’t you take it? 

Trust in God - it’s the best boat afloat! 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 


