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Enter…. Apollos! 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Reading from Acts 18, verse 23; 

“After spending some time in Antioch, Paul went back through Galatia and Phrygia, visiting and 

strengthening all the believers. 

“24 Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, had 

arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt.  

25 He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with enthusiasm in 

the Spirit and with accuracy. However, he knew only about John’s baptism.  

26 When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside 

and explained the way of God even more accurately. 

27 Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaia, and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus 

encouraged him to go. They wrote to the believers in Achaia, asking them to welcome him.  

When he arrived there, he proved to be of great benefit to those who, by God’s grace, had 

believed.  

28 He refuted the Jews with powerful arguments in public debate. Using the Scriptures, he 

explained to them that Jesus was the Messiah.”  (Acts.18:24-28 NLT) 

Recently we’ve been looking at a few of Paul’s journeys and challenges as he travelled around 

the Levant sharing the story of Jesus. 

(See Map) 

Last week we looked at the Council of Jerusalem where Paul went to tell them what God had 

been doing among the non-Jewish nations.   

After the council he went to Antioch where he stayed for a long time - perhaps up to 8 years.  

Then he embarked on his second missionary journey through Macedonia where his first 

European convert was Lydia in Philippi.   

Remember we looked at this journey last year - he goes to Philippi, then Thessalonica, down to 

Berea, Athens, Corinth - where he meets Pricilla and Aquilla - Jewish believers from Rome.  

Paul, Pricilla and Aquilla get a long very well, do business together as they were both tent 

makers, and ministered together. 
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Their ministry in Corinth was incredibly successful - lots of converts, an overwhelming 

manifestation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit - good times! 

The three of them then set sail for Ephesus and stay for a little bit.  

Priscilla and Aquilla settle down in Ephesus while Paul goes back down to Jerusalem, gives 

another report to the Church in Jerusalem, and then lands again at his home base in Antioch.   

From there he makes several trips up into Galatia and Phrygia, just north of Antioch and tends 

to the believers he encountered on his first missionary journey there.   

While Paul is settled in Antioch and traveling up into Galatia and Phrygia, something interesting 

develops! 

Meanwhile, as Paul is in Antioch and taking trips up into Galatia, a Jew from Alexandria named 

Apollos arrives in Ephesus.  

First of all, what’s a Jew from Alexandria doing all the way up here in Ephesus? 

(Show Map) 

Yes, Jews were known as merchants and travelled extensively throughout the Mediterranean 

region, however, this was not your average Jew. 

We discover he is very well educated - highly educated.  That word for learned and eloquent, 

means a man of letters - like a few Ph. D degrees. 

He was educated in rhetoric, philosophy, literature, history, antiquities, the arts.    

He was also an orator, a skilled spokes person, trained in public speaking and debate.  

Apollos also had deep understanding of the Jewish scriptures.  

This was no ordinary man, but rather, somewhat of a prodigy.   

And what better place to grow up in for a person like that than Alexandria.  Known for it’s 

philosophical, religious and education centers. 

It was also home to the largest library at the time.  Perfect place for a gifted person like Apollos 

to excel.  

Moreover, it says in verse 25, “He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others 

about Jesus with enthusiasm in the Spirit and with accuracy.” 

Who taught him? 
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No one knows. 

Whoever taught him was correct in who they were teaching Jesus was, and the stories 

surrounding Jesus. 

When Priscilla and Aquilla hear him, they recognize Apollos is teaching about Jesus accurately.  

The word for ‘accurately’ doesn’t mean he has the gist of it, it means ‘with exactness, highly 

and extremely accurate.   

It denotes research down to the finest detail, and attention to the exactness of the 

information.1 

Apollos has the story right! 

Who taught him? 

No one knows.   

This is a great picture into what was happening at the beginning stages of Christianity.  

The gospel of Jesus has reached all the way down to Alexandria and was already having an 

impact there.   

Remember it is Luke who wrote the book of Luke and Acts. 

He was travelling with Paul, chronicling their adventures - not as a personal diary, but as we 

know from his introduction in the book of Luke, to record the events so others would know the 

truth about Jesus and the beginnings of the church.  

Luke was only one person traveling with Paul - it is obvious there were many others doing the 

same thing, taking the gospel of Jesus to far away places.  

We’ve talked about this before.  

Apollos arrives in Ephesus, perhaps on business, perhaps he feels the call to travel and teach 

about Jesus. 

It is my suspicion that is exactly what he’s doing.  

In Alexandria, he encounters some people who start to tell him about Jesus, a Jew who died 

and rose again, whose life fulfilled so many Old Testament scriptures they believe him to be the 

Messiah, the Son of God.  

Apollos is no fool.  He investigates the claims knowing the scriptures.   

                                                           
1 Bible Hub Greek Lexicon  



4 | E n t e r … A p o l l o s !   B y :  R e v .  C h a d  T r i v e t t  

 

Then something happened.   

Exactly what and when we do not know, but Apollos comes to faith in Jesus Christ and is water 

baptized.   

Water baptism, otherwise known as the baptism of repentance, became the outward symbol of 

one who put their faith in Christ.   

What was it that attracted Apollos to this message?   

It certainly wasn’t the morality of the lifestyle, for he as a Jew would have already been among 

the most moral of society. 

There must have been a genuine encounter with God through Jesus Christ that all of a sudden 

lit this guy on fire! 

We ready in verse 25 that he spoke with enthusiasm in the Spirit.  There are a few English 

translation differences, but that is how the Greek reads - enthusiasm in the Spirit.  

That word enthusiasm in the Greek is  − it means to boil over and bubble over because it’s 

so hot. 

Apollos had discovered something, something that lit him on fire, breathed new life into him. 

What did he find in Jesus that was missing from Judaism? 

What did he find in Jesus that was missing from all the philosophies and religions he would 

have known and studied intimately? 

It was life.  

It was a genuine encounter with God.  

He grew up in a household and culture that encouraged the Ten Commandments - they were 

even written on the door posts of their home! 

Love God, do not covet, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not commit adultery, do not 

kill - such great moral instruction - there’s no improving on that!   

So what did he find in the message of Jesus? 

Life.   

An experience with God.  

Remember our series on the Early Church? 

We talked about the explosive growth of Christianity - not by war, not by fighting, not my 

political coercion - no, the first 300 years of Christianity grew because people were having 

genuine encounters with Christ.  
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This is our true North as Christians!   

Have we lost sight on what Christianity is truly about? 

Has our Christianity become about upholding a moral standard over genuine encounter with 

God? 

Dare I say yes!  And it has been the death of us.  

It breaks my heart when I see Christians standing up for their moral position in the name of 

Jesus and neglect love.  

We have swapped the Ten Commandments with the Sermon on the Mount and become the 

Pharisees Jesus so vehemently warned us about.  

Theodore Ferris says it perfectly in the Interpreters Bible Commentary, “If a person has nothing 

more than a moral goal to strive for, they have missed the meaning of Christianity.  

The Church was not, is not, and never can be a society for the improvement of morals. 

It was at the start, is now and always must remain a resurrection center in which men and 

women see the reality of God. 

This brings the peace of God which passes all understanding and rivers of life - that which all 

conscious striving of our moral effort fails miserably to do.” (pg.250) 

I repeat that first part again, “If a person has nothing more than a moral goal to strive for, they 

have missed the meaning of Christianity.  

The Church was not, is not, and never can be a society for the improvement of morals.” 

Our calling is not to create good moral people - our calling is to connect with God by faith in 

Jesus Christ which produces love for one another.  

This is not about morals - it’s about genuine encounter and connection with God who is love! 

Apollos grew up in a culture so focused on morals, he wasn’t alive.  

He saw the value in them, they had great benefit socially, but left him dead inside. 

It wasn’t until he discovered Jesus Christ and experienced the reality of God that he came alive, 

he was lit on fire and had to tell the whole world about it! 

It’s the exact same reason I am here today!  The exact same reason I started this church, that 

Sasha and I started this church! 

It’s not to teach people how to live good moral lives, but to genuinely connect with God! 

I didn’t become a minister because of some altruistic idea that we can just encourage one 

another to be good people to create a better society! 
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One day I needed help and I cried out to Jesus Christ for help and those rivers of life flowed into 

me like a mighty rushing storm - bringing a peace and joy beyond description! 

I hope in our messages and what we are doing here at the church with bring others to a place of 

faith where you experience the same things and gain strength and hope until it happens. 

I am not a moralist.  That does not mean I don’t believe in the value of morals, it means morals 

are not the goal of Christianity - the church was not, is not and never should be a society for the 

improvement of morals.  

It’s about genuine connection with God.  

This is what Apollos discovered and this is the focus we should have as a community of faith. 

Full of enthusiasm in the Spirit, Apollos followed the same pattern as Paul.  He would arrive in a 

city, go to the Synagogue and reveal Jesus as the Messiah from the Old Testament scriptures.  

Can you imagine the surprised look on the faces of Priscilla and Aquilla as they showed up to 

Synagogue one Saturday and heard this man preaching Jesus.  

Paul wasn’t the only one God had prepared in advance for a special work - God had been 

preparing Apollos as well.  

How many others we don’t know about?  Hundreds, possibly thousands - like those who 

brought the gospel to Alexandria and shared the message with Apollos. 

Priscilla and Aquilla were brilliant people as well.  Having lived with, travelled with and 

ministered with Paul, debating in the Synagogues - just like they saw Apollos.  

Excited and eager to meet Apollos, they pull him aside afterward and with great joy share their 

stories of Jesus and the gospel. 

Eventually it became apparent to Priscilla and Aquilla that Apollos had only learned of water 

baptism as the initiation into the Way.   

They shared all that had been happening with Paul, the outpouring and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

and although it does not say in our passage, there is not doubt in my mind Apollos received the 

teaching readily and completely.   

It doesn’t say exactly how long Apollos spent in Ephesus, but it was enough time that the 

church there fully embraced him. 

He expressed his desire to go to Achaia and continue in his pattern, to go to the Synagogues 

and preach Jesus.  

The church in Ephesus told him all about the church in Corinth, about Paul - and no doubt the 

incredible similarities between them! 
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After endorsing Apollos in a letter to the churches in Achaia, he continues to spread the 

message of Jesus and sets sail.  

This is not the last we hear of Apollos.   

Word came back that he was a tremendous encouragement to the churches there, to the 

Corinthians and throughout Achaia.   

He was known for his powerful arguments, skilled debate and eloquence.  

Apollos was such an effective witness for Jesus, that he is mentioned among the ranks of Paul 

and Peter.   

Paul writes affectionately about him, commends him and asks others to support him wherever 

he goes.  

The book of Hebrews is also believed to have been written by Apollos.  It’s the finest example of 

New Testament Greek, clearly written by a diasporic Jew trained in philosophy - in particular 

Alexandrian philosophy of Philo - and could powerfully argue that Jesus is the Messiah.  

Interpreters, New International and Expositors Bible Commentaries to name a few, offer this 

same conclusion.  

Here in the book of Acts, Luke gives us a small glimpse into the life of Apollos. 

It is powerful evidence of God moving in many ways, through many people, over vast territory.  

It truly shows us how small a picture we have today of this explosive movement.  

The growth wasn’t over more moral encouragement.  Not over a new religion, not a new 

political movement, not a rebellion - but an experience.  

Faith in Jesus Christ enabled people to connect with God in a genuine and powerful way. 

It was that something that caught the attention of Apollos, that offered something no moral 

lifestyle could bring - even a moral lifestyle outlined by God.  

For God did not give us the Ten Commandments to follow in order to find life, but to show us 

we do not trust him, and therefore will have the desire to do things contrary to those 

commandments.  

Jesus gives the Sermon on the Mount, not for us to follow, but to reveal it is impossible to live 

like that without faith.  

Our calling as the church is not to encourage people into moral lifestyles, but rather to find and 

fan into flame faith in God which produces love.  

This is what Apollos discovered in the message of those who came to Alexandria one day. 
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That Jesus, died, rose again, and all that is required is faith for righteousness.  

It was so difficult for the Jewish people to understand the message of Jesus, how all of our 

striving to hold to a moral code is not what God is looking for - even if we are striving toward 

the ideal God laid out for us. 

God needed special people like Paul and Apollos to break through that stronghold of ‘I am a 

good moral person and that’s what God wants from me.’ 

No, God doesn’t want good moral people who stay in line - he wants faith which bring 

connection with him and allows his transformative love and life to flow in and through us. 

Give up your striving and embrace Jesus by placing your faith in him.  

Faith is all that is required for righteousness - for real faith changes our lives and we naturally 

walk in God’s way of love.   

This is the message of Jesus. 

This is the message some disciples of Jesus brought to Alexandria one day. 

It was different, but Apollos could tell there was truth in it. 

Apollos was a brilliant man, he could see trickery a mile away.   Yet something in their message 

and demeanor caused him to listen, to consider - and then believe.  

Whoever those people were who went to Alexandria and saw Apollos convert and be water 

baptised, they probably never imagined the impact they had by going there to share the 

message.  

God had been preparing Apollos for his work, and used those who may be anonymous to us, 

but are known by God, to bring Apollos to the next step. 

In all our messages, sharing and encouraging one another in the faith, we have no idea of the 

effect it may have. 

Next week is our baptism service.  There are four people being baptised.   

Although I knew one of them would eventually decide to do it, I had no idea anyone else was 

interested.  

As the others came forward, I was humbled and greatly encouraged, realizing the work of the 

Spirit is always happening.  

Their stories are beautiful, and I’ve asked each of them to share a bit of their story next week. 

Come and celebrate with us, or join us online to watch this wonderful event. 
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Hear their stories of how the Spirit of God has been moving among them and their response in 

faith - just like Apollos! 

Amen.  

 


