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No More Waiting 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Reading from Luke 2 verse 25, 

“25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  

27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 

for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.  

34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  (NIV) 

Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, after which Mary and Joseph made their way to the Temple in 

Jerusalem. 

Every first born was to be consecrated to the Lord in remembrance of their release from Egypt. 

As you recall, Pharaoh would not let the Israelites go, and after a series of plagues in efforts to convince 

Pharaoh to let them go, all the first born males in Egypt died - both of people and of animals.  

For this reason, every firstborn male among the Israelites was consecrated to God. 

Consecration was to associate with something sacred.  People, places or things could be consecrated.  

The breath-taking event of Passover, when the firstborn of everything in Egypt died, was a sacred event 

- an event where the miraculous or holy or God-like appeared.   

As Mary and Joseph made their way to the Temple to consecrate their baby Jesus, images of the story of 

their ancestors no doubt came to the forefront of their minds.  

For so long their people suffered under slavery.  Were it not for the miracles, they surely would still be 

there.  

How long they had waited for God’s deliverance - and what a powerful deliverance it was. 

Ironically, they were in a similar situation.  No longer slaves under Egypt, but like slaves under Rome. 

The Roman Empire had conquered Israel and set up their own King - Herod - over Judea.   
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Heavy taxes and brute force kept the Israelites oppressed.   

Once again, Israel needed saving.   

Little did Mary and Joseph know, the baby they carried up the Temple steps was the long promised 

saviour, the Messiah of Israel - and of the world.  

Simeon served at the Temple. 

Was he a Priest?  A Rabbi?  A Sadducee or Pharisee?   

No one knows - but he was a man of authority and performed the consecration rite at the Temple. 

Luke, who shows great concern with facts in writing his gospel and the book of Acts, checking the facts, 

verifying the stories before recording them, does not mention exactly who Simeon was.  

Why not? 

Perhaps to avoid favoritism of one Jewish sect over another - as Luke knows the growing tension within 

Judaism as the church was growing - not only in Jerusalem, but throughout the Middle East and Asia 

Minor where the Christian movement was growing rapidly - there was much tension with the 

Synagogues. 

Or was it to call attention to this man’s character? 

Luke says he was righteous and devout.  

Righteous is a reference to Simeon being part of the elect, the remnant of sincere followers of God 

within Judaism. 

This term would have been understood by the Jewish believers who read this about Simeon - he was 

one of the elect, a remnant of God within Israel.  

The second term, devout, means cautious and circumspect.   

You see, the Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he saw the Lord’s Messiah, 

the consolation of Israel.   

We don’t know how long Simeon was waiting, or how old he was when he held the baby Jesus in his 

arms, but the text seems to lead us to believe it had been a long time, as Simeon is content to pass away 

upon this advent.  

How many babies had Simeon consecrated?  Hundreds?  Possibly thousands? 

How many Messiahs had he seen lead a rebellion only to be crushed and crucified by Rome? 

Simeon wasn’t falling for it - the Holy Spirit would reveal to him who the true Messiah was.   

He was devout - cautious - not about to be fooled by a false Messiah.   

The Holy Spirit was on him.  What an interesting and beautiful phrase.  
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In the midst of the turmoil, in the midst of being conquered by a nation, in the midst of serving in a 

Temple where Simeon saw the deals his fellow leaders were making with Rome - to secure money and 

power for themselves - using their religion as an opportunity for selfish gain - the Holy Spirit still moves.  

It would not be long after Simeon, when Jesus would return to the Temple as a grown man to chastise 

the religious leaders - even over turn the tables of the money changers and cause chaos for the 

disrespect they showed for their own religion which was to guide their hearts to God. 

Instead the religious leaders used it as an opportunity to provide lavish lifestyles for themselves and to 

prop up their egos.  

Simeon saw it all around him.   

He could see not only his nation needed saving from Rome but from themselves.  

Heartbroken at all Simeon saw around him, the Holy Spirit whispered to him,  

‘Simeon, take heart.’ 

‘The Messiah is coming - and coming soon.’   

‘Your very eyes will behold him - take heart, watch and pray, be faithful to my service - for what you are 

doing is preserving my word until it is revealed.’   

I imagine Simeon breaking into tears upon hearing such a thing - tears of hope, tears of relief, tears of 

expectancy. 

But when would it happen? 

Year after year, Simeon would go about his duties at the Temple, serving the rites, performing the 

ceremonies, teaching in the Temple courts. 

Year after year passed - and he wondered, this year?  How about this year? 

One day, after many years, Simeon woke up and rolled out of bed. 

I imagine his wife shortly joined him, and they prepared breakfast, enjoyed eating together before he 

made his was to the Temple for a day’s work.  

Taking his usual path, he greeted his friends and colleagues along the way, ‘Good morning Asher!’  

‘Good morning Simeon!’ 

‘Good morning Benjamin!’   ‘Good morning Simeon!’ 

‘Good morning Chad!’  ‘Good morning Simeon!’  (Haha!) 

Little did he know, the Messiah was making his way into the city towards the Temple that day as well. 

That day, God was full of joy - he had a surprise waiting for Simeon! 

I also imagine God was giddy with delight for the day had come to reveal to Simeon the promise made 

to him so long ago.  

The Holy Spirit was waiting for Simeon to arrive, sees him come up the Temple steps. 
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At the same time, Mary and Joseph were in the cue to have their baby Jesus consecrated.  

Simeon arrives in the Temple courts.  His heart is soft with longing, tender to the move of the Spirit. 

And the Holy Spirit moves. 

How exactly?  

We don’t really know. 

Sometimes it’s strong and powerful like a mighty rushing wind, sometimes it’s soft and gentle like a 

whispering voice, or gentle nudge in the soul. 

It was the Holy Spirit that moved Simeon to go and perform the rite of consecration. 

Simeon arrives, clearly as one of authority.   

The attendants perform their duties, usher the next in line up to the front where Simeon awaits them. 

Having done this countless times, Simeon greets Mary and Joseph, congratulates them on their 

firstborn. 

They exchange pleasantries, then Simeon reaches out his hands. 

Mary places the baby Jesus in his arms. 

Holding this little child gently in his arms, he looks down into his little face - and the Holy Spirit yells…. 

‘That’s him!  You’ve got him!  The Messiah!  Woo Hoo!!!!!!!!!’ 

Well, maybe not quite like that…….. 

The Holy Spirit opens Simeon’s spiritual eyes and speaks to his soul revealing Jesus as the Lord’s Messiah 

to him. 

As Simeon’s spirit witnesses with the Holy Spirit, he knows this to be true - no fake, no false hope - he is 

devout, cautious - and he knows this is real! 

Upon the revelation in his spirit by the Holy Spirit, Simeon can’t hold it in and bursts out in prophecy 

saying, 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

A light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

The promise has come true - in joy Simeon is happy to move on from this long awaited promise. 

To dismiss one’s servant in peace is a figure of speech in Greek. 

It speaks of a Master freeing a slave. 

Simeon has been serving the Lord faithfully at the Temple, teaching, watching, preserving the rites, 

rituals and beliefs of his Jewish heritage, so that one day when Messiah comes others will recognize his 

work. 
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Teaching, to keep the words alive, to keep that spark of hope for something better, something more, to 

keep faith alive within the people of Israel. 

He had been a watchman, serving God and Israel - and now his duty has been fulfilled. 

The coming of the Lord’s Messiah has appeared! 

Verses 30 to 32 are no arbitrary words, Simeon is quoting the book of Isaiah and Luke records it exactly 

as it appears in the LXX (Septuagint - Greek translation of the Old Testament).  

Not only was this a fulfilment of a promise whispered long ago to Simeon from the Holy Spirit, this is a 

fulfilment of a promise laid down long ago to the prophet Isaiah.   

By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, combined with the diligent study of the scriptures by Simeon, the 

plan of God laid out for the coming Messiah has been something in the works for a very long time.  

Mary and Joseph just stood there wide eyed! 

They weren’t big city folk - they weren’t attention seekers - after all they had been through they were 

quite content to lay low, enjoy their first born, contemplate the events surrounding his birth. 

And now - now at the Temple in Jerusalem of all places, here it is again!   

A burst of prophecy, a revelation given by the Holy Spirit! 

They couldn’t help but marvel at this event as well - truly they were in for an interesting ride with this 

child! 

Simeon leans into them and blesses them, speaks words of encouragement and praise. 

As he sees this young couple standing before him, for the first time as parents, struggling to make a 

living and provide for their new child in a difficult world for Jews, Simeon gives them words of strength. 

And then….. another prophecy blurts out! 

Simeon says in verse 34-35, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to 

be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

Not exactly the kind of words you’d put in a baby shower greeting card! 

‘Congratulations on your new baby - who will cause the falling and rising of many!......’ 

Not all things of God are easy.   

In fact, in our world, if it is from God, it is bound to cause controversy - for the Kingdom of God 

challenges our prejudices and our conventions.  

God revealed shines light on us - and the light reveals who we truly are.  

How will we respond? 

In repentance or obstinance? 



6 | N o  M o r e  W a i t i n g  B y :  R e v .  C h a d  T r i v e t t  

 

So we really want Christ to come into our lives? 

Our lips may say yes but our hearts often say no. 

Our religion cannot be skin deep. 

If it doesn’t challenge and reveal and deal with our most inner thoughts - those very thoughts we are so 

glad are hidden from all others around us - if our coming to church and our relationship with Christ does 

not challenge those, our religion is useless - will we fall or rise? 

We rise or fall as our hearts are revealed - our hearts, our thoughts, our most inner desires. 

The kardia,  heart - is our mind, our character, our will and intention.  The heart is the desire 

producer that makes us tick.1 

Nothing is hidden from God.  

As our hearts are revealed, how will we respond? 

Will we make excuse, defend the disposition of our hearts? 

Or will we find peace in the grace and mercy of God as in faith we turn to Jesus in repentance? 

It’s not about whether or not we are guilty - not at all - for all of us are guilty, all of us - we truly are all in 

the same boat!  

Does that sound familiar? 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God! 

This is not about trying to balance the good over the bad - this is about our response to Christ! 

As our hearts are revealed, will we run from Christ or bow before him? 

Will we try to eliminate Christ or embrace him? 

As God in Jesus Christ reveals our hearts, the question is not whether or not we are guilty, but how we 

respond to Christ. 

As MacLean Gilmour in the Interpreter’s Bible Commentary says; “By their attitude to the Christ, people 

will reveal their true nature.”  (pg.64) 

Many loved Jesus and rose - others hated him and fell.  

As God in Jesus Christ reveals our hearts, how will we respond? 

This child, this baby, Jesus, will be a sign spoken against.   

A sign - what is a sign? 

A sign is the visible affirmation of God’s declared intentions.2 

 
1  Thayer’s Greek Lexicon. 
2 Walter Liefeld, Expositor’s Bible Commentary 
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People will resist God’s declared intentions.  

Many will resist the salvation of God. 

‘This is our Messiah?  No!  Not like this!  We want a warrior!  We want to throw off Rome and establish a 

free Israel!’ 

Is that what they wanted? 

No, they wanted more control, more power - this wasn’t about giving glory to God, it was about 

establishing their own glory, building their own empire - using God to build their own kingdom! 

But the glory of Israel was to reach far beyond i’s own borders. 

The glory of Israel, its true Messiah, would bring the Kingdom of God which changes the heart, bringing 

the Kingdom of God from the inside. 

For the Kingdom of God is righteousness, peach and joy in the Holy Spirit - yet this was not the kingdom 

they wanted. 

So they spoke against the sign God gave revealing the Heavenly Kingdom.  

They did not want God’s Kingdom or this Messiah.  

And as Mary knelt in despair, sobbing and weeping, looking up at her son crucified and dying on a cross, 

it felt like a sword was piercing her very soul.  

How her mind raced back to that day in the Temple.  

She could see Simeon’s face as she looked up at Jesus on the cross, speaking those words over again, 

‘Mary, a sword will pierce your soul.’ 

How did so many miss the coming of their Messiah? 

How did they not recognize God in their midst? 

Just as we do not recognize the Holy Spirit calling us, moving us, drawing us - we are too consumed with 

ourselves.   

The salvation God brings is not the kind we are looking for. 

Still, God in his incredible mercy, continually extends grace and draws us evermore - in hopes that some 

will respond. 

And many do. 

The salvation Jesus brought was a most powerful salvation - far beyond any kingdom or nation - the 

salvation of Jesus Christ, God’s Messiah, knew no boundaries and was flung not only throughout Israel 

but the surrounding nations.  

A kingdom of the heart, a Messiah who saves us from the inside, transcended boarders and could not be 

contained. 

It did not conquer through war and bloodshed - but by love.  
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By people experiencing and inner transformation, a flood of peace and joy beyond description - 

something other worldly - a Kingdom ushered in by a true Messiah.  

And so here we are today, celebrating this Kingdom - the coming of the Lord’s Messiah into our midst, 

into our hearts here today as we respond to Christ with the attitude of repentance in thankfulness for 

his mercy and grace. 

As we enter the season of advent, may we prepare our hearts to receive the Lord’s Messiah, be sensitive 

to the move of the Holy Spirit, allow our inner thoughts to be revealed so the true King of Glory may 

come in. 

There is no more waiting, God is here, our salvation has been provided for. 

All that Christmas represents is a coming kingdom that changes us on the inside, given by grace, 

received by faith. 

No more waiting - let us lay down the things we hold onto so dearly inside and experience the Kingdom 

of God as the Lord’s Messiah intended. 

Amen.  


