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Reading from John chapter 1, verses 1-5. 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all humanity. 5 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  NIV 

How many of you have heard this passage from the Bible before? 

Sure, many of us are very familiar with these famous words. 

Have they ever struck you as strange? 

I hope so!  They are strange! 

How many of you have heard these words for the first time? 

Do they sound strange to you? 

I became a Christian in my late teens and remember reading this for the first time and 

thinking…. Whaaaat!  

Then quickly moved on to the next few verses!  

John, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, begins his gospel unlike any other gospel – or any other book in 

the Bible. 

Out of the four gospels – life accounts of Jesus – John wrote his last. 

The gospel of John was written sometime between 80 – 85 AD from the city of Ephesus.  

The nature of John’s gospel is very different from the other gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke’s. 

Knowing the others had written life accounts of Jesus already, and writing at a later date than the 

others, there were different concerns John wanted to address. 

Issues that had come up within Christianity that John feels are important to address in his 

perspective gospel. 

There are four accounts of the life of Jesus – referred to as the gospels.   

Each was written with the same purpose – to set the record straight on the history and teaching of 

the person Jesus Christ. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke – the first three books of the New Testament, are similar in their 

approach to presenting the life of Jesus.   

That’s why they are called the synoptic gospels. 
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All three are focused on giving a historical account of the life and teaching of Jesus – which is 

why they include his most famous parables and stories. 

Yet each had a specific target audience to which they catered too. 

Mark was written first and focuses on a non-Jewish audience such as Greeks, Romans, and 

Egyptians.   

Therefore the writing style lends itself to readers who are not likely to be familiar with Jewish 

customs.  So he adds notes within his text to help the reader with comprehension. 

Matthew directs his gospel to Jewish readership.  He assumes the readers knowledge of customs 

and events surrounding the life of Jesus and therefore refrains from elaborating on them. 

Luke, who was a doctor, takes a very practical approach and is concerned with getting the facts 

down on paper so there would be a historical record.   

Not only does he do a volume on the life of Jesus but continues on to do a volume on the early 

church known as the book of Acts. 

Then along comes John, who takes a completely different approach and focuses on the person 

and intimate teachings of Jesus Christ.  Who he was and how we connect with God by faith. 

Less of a focus on history and more of a focus on the person and his teaching. 

John doesn’t bother with the story of Jesus birth, lists no genealogies – but rather immediately 

addresses the most important issue facing the church at this later time – who is this Jesus of 

Nazareth!? 

Who is this Jesus?  His worshippers are rocking the Roman Empire.   

They suffer in his name but flourish because of his name. 

Imagine the talk about Jesus in all the media of the day. 

If Jesus had a twitter handle it would be going off all day. 

If Jesus had a Facebook profile he’d have thousands of friends. 

And in the midst of all that was being said about him, there were theories and concepts of who 

Jesus was and how he did what he did. 

An interesting point here – there was no issue about whether or not Jesus existed - or that Jesus 

did what he did, the issue was how did he do what he did. 

All of the miracles and wondrous things he did begged an explanation – as did all the wondrous 

things that were still happening in his name and by those who put their faith in him. 

There were many theories floating around about how Jesus did what he did. 

This brings us to our text, the first five verses of the gospel of John. 
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John takes these ideas of who Jesus is head on and sets the record straight – right off the bat. 

Verse 1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

Most readers would have expected John to say ‘In the beginning God’ reflecting the opening 

verse in the book of Genesis which says ‘In the beginning God…’. 

But he doesn’t.  He uses a different word instead of God, the word Logos. 

The Greek word logos means just that – word. 

Word as in discourse, teaching, utterance, question, command, report (what’s the word!?) 

information, instruction, rumour (again, what’s the word!?). 

For example, ‘The disciples brought word to Jesus.  Jesus spoke these words to them.  They had 

words with each other.’ 

However, the Greek term Logos was also a philosophical term used throughout the Empire in it’s 

various universities and within various philosophical circles.  

It eventually became a very popular term being used by people on the street. 

Arthur Gossip in the Interpreters Bible Commentary Exposition says, “When the gospel of John 

took shape there was a habit of thought in the air – the Logos doctrine – which more and more 

were using.   

By the time of John it was sowing itself over the earth.  One finds it everywhere among the 

Stoics.  There is something akin to it in the Apocrypha.  It was the speech of Philo and the 

Alexandrians.   

It had escaped out of the schools and was now being tossed from hand to hand by ordinary folk 

in the streets – had become common coin.  And John seizes on it as the very medium he needs in 

which to state his case, and through which to bring home the truth of Jesus.” (pg. 465) 

Merrill C. Tenney - John – The Gospel of Belief “The writer of the fourth Gospel doubtless used 

Logos with the full knowledge of its general meaning in the religious and philosophical 

vocabulary of his day.   

How could he do otherwise than adapt to his purpose to the vocabulary of his time?  If he 

refused to use it because it had connotations contrary to his meaning, he would be forced to 

remain silent for lack of media of expression.   

His usage should be understood in terms of his own definition.… John’s teaching is the starting 

point of a new philosophy based on the risen Christ.”   

In these contexts, the term Logos did not mean the words spoken or written to each other. 

By the time John uses Logos it had taken on a very specific meaning in which John uses the 

term.   



What’s The Word? 
By: Rev. Chad Trivett 
 

The word Logos had taken on philosophical and religious meaning which divided who Jesus was 

from God. 

The term Logos had come to mean the creative force of the Universe, the very beginning and that 

which created the spiritual realms. 

This Logos was spiritual and could not enter or connect with the physical world. 

This philosophy and understanding of God was creating a big divide between Jesus and God 

within Greek philosophical and religious culture.   

John sees the danger of this and therefore adopts the term to clarify exactly who Jesus is and 

correct false teachings about Jesus.   

Nowhere else had the word Logos been used in this context in the Bible.  John is the first to 

introduce Jesus as the Logos. 

It is impossible to understand what John is saying here without knowing the historical religious 

context and meaning of the word Logos. 

Starting as far back as the 5th century B.C., the word Logos began to take on a variety of 

meanings to describe philosophical and spiritual concepts.  

By the time John wrote his gospel, Logos was being used in every stream of Greek philosophical 

and religious culture. 

Stoicism, Jewish Philosophy, Sophism, and especially Gnosticism – used the term logos to 

describe God and other spiritual ideas. 

By the middle of the second century these Greek religions and ideas had invaded the church. 

This shouldn’t come as a surprise – these people were trying to make sense of how Jesus did 

what he did and how his followers did what they did. 

They were trying to find explanations to the incredible stories of miracles and resurrection from 

the dead. 

Those are incredible things to believe. 

It wasn’t a targeted attack on the gospel, but an attempt to understand what happened and what 

was happening. 

By the time John writes his gospel, there has been a tremendous threat to Christianity in terms of 

false teaching. 

One of the greatest threats to Christianity was the term Logos. 

Logos had become a common term. 

Logos was something every person on the street had a concept of.  
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So John takes advantage of the popularity of this word and concept and uses it to correct false 

teachings circulating about Jesus. 

Instead of shying away from the surrounding culture, he embraces its language to explain Christ 

to the people. 

Merrill C. Tenney - John – The Gospel of Belief says, “How could he do otherwise than adapt to 

his purpose the vocabulary of his time?”   

John takes the context in which these distortions are being taught, to reteach the truth. 

He knows the people he is writing too will understand it best in terms they are already familiar 

with. 

Some of the distortions consisted of people teaching that Jesus didn’t have a physical body.  That 

he was merely spirit, denying the bodily resurrection of Jesus.  

Other distortions taught that the physical material world is evil and therefore, Jesus was ‘corrupt’ 

because of his contact with the physical world. 

Therefore, in order to understand the first five verses of John, we must understand the 

philosophical thought it was created to juxtapose.   

It is here we turn to a mystic Greek religion, Gnosticism, one of the main threatening 

philosophies to Christianity for a clear understanding of what the term Logos meant at the time 

John used it. 

Gnosticism and its multiple branches, taught that the Logos is at the center of everything created.  

In other words, the Logos is God. 

Emanating out from it came all that was created.   

Picture a pond.  Into the water throw a pebble into the middle of the pond.  That pebble is the 

Logos and the ripples in the water is the creative force of the Logos. 

Now the further away you get from the center, the Logos, the more ‘corrupt’ the creation is. 

As the ripples from the stone get weaker the further they go out, so does the very image of the 

Logos within its creation.   

The water in the pond represents the spiritual realm.  The land surrounding the pond represents the 

physical realm. 

An interesting transition happens from the spiritual realm to the physical realm.  The Logos cannot 

create the physical world because the physical world is seen as evil. 

The Logos cannot enter the physical world either, because that would defile God, the Logos. 

Therefore, someone else had to create the physical world.    
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The Logos, responsible for creating the spiritual world and all the beings in the spiritual realm, 

creates a spiritual force or being called the Demiurge. 

The Demiurge contains the weakest image of the Logos because it is farthest away from the Logos.  

Picture the point where the water of the pond meets the land at the edge of the pond.  

The furthest creation from the Logos is a god called the demiurge.  The demiurge is responsible 

for creating the physical, material world. 

One of the false teachings was that Jesus was the demiurge who created the physical world and 

that Jesus was not the Logos itself.  Jesus was a lesser god, less pure than the Logos. 

In Gnostic thought, the physical world is evil.  The Logos and nothing of its image can pass from 

the spiritual realm, to the physical realm, or else it will be corrupted. 

Although all of us live in this evil corrupted existence of a physical world, there resides within us 

a spark of the Logos. 

So part of the false teaching invading the Church was saying that Jesus wasn’t God, but a lesser 

god.   

Jesus created the physical world but not the spiritual and Jesus was in some form corrupt because 

of his distance from the Logos and his contact with the physical world. 

Now that we have an understanding of the culture and thought of the day to which John is 

writing, let’s take a look at what he means as he contextualizes the gospel message. 

John 1:1-5“In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with God, and the Logos was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all 

humanity. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

To the people John was writing, they would have thought, ‘Yes, in the beginning was the Logos 

– because the Logos is God. 

But then John says the Logos was with God.  That would have got their attention.  What do you 

mean God was with God?  And was God?  And was always there?  And the Logos made both the 

spiritual and the physical realm? 

Who is this new Logos you’re talking about John? 

John eventually reveals in verse 17 that the Word, Logos, is Jesus. 

John is saying that Jesus and the Logos are one in the same. 

Jesus, who came to be with us, who walked among us, who ate, drank, laughed, danced, fished, 

slept and came to Peterborough City Church (Haha!) – was the Logos. 

To say Jesus is the Logos is to say that the physical world is not evil – but good. 
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This is more in line with the teaching of Genesis where God created everything and saw that it 

was good! 

To say that Jesus was the Logos was to say there is no demiurge that created the physical, 

material world.  The Logos himself, God created everything. 

And it was the Logos, God, who came to walk among us and lead us back into fellowship with 

him. 

Jesus presented as the Logos breaks down barriers to our fellowship with God. 

The spark of light that resides in all of humanity is found in Jesus – v4 in him was life, and that 

life was the light of all humanity. 

That ‘spark’ of the Logos in every person Is Jesus - that’s what John is saying. 

Jesus is the light of the Logos, because Jesus is the Logos.  Therefore life is found in Jesus.  

In John 10:10 Jesus says “I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full”. 

This is a beautiful message of hope that John is writing. 

It’s not about us trying to reach God – it’s not about us trying to reach heaven. 

It’s about God coming to us!  To re-establish connection with us! 

It is God reaching out to us, coming to where we are, as we are, 

It is God that is still today, reaching out to us, where we are, as we are. 

Inviting us to come to him, to have fellowship with him – to have life as He intended us to have 

life. 

It is through this Jesus, who is the Logos, who is God that we can enter into such life. 

The religious and philosophical teachings of John’s day also taught that one had to live an 

extreme aesthetic lifestyle, denounce and deny any part of the physical world. 

They required extreme devotion to God, severe bodily discipline. 

Jesus comes along and says ‘life is found in me!’  Don’t focus on things around you, focus on 

me!  My presence in your life will bring life, healing and light. 

Real happiness is a by-product of connecting with God. 

Real life is a by-product of knowing and connecting with Jesus. 

So what is our focus here at Peterborough City Church? 

Is it to adapt another list of religious and moral code to follow? 

Do we gather together just to encourage one another to be good people and do the right thing? 
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No – I would never waste yours or my time with that. 

The spiritual life Jesus calls us to, is not one of moral and religious adherence but one of 

presence – genuinely connecting with Him. 

This is the amazing opening to John’s gospel – that God, the Logos in the person Jesus Christ 

came to be with us – to re-unite us into relationship with Him. 

This is the belief we are to encourage one another with. 

A faith in Jesus Christ that brings life. 

John experienced this life and spent his life telling others that they may experience it as well. 

It was the purpose of writing his gospel. 

In chapter 20 John says “these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (v.31 NIV) 

For some of us we may already believe this and identify with what John is saying. 

For some, you may not believe Jesus is who he claimed to be, or who John claimed him to be. 

That’s okay – even the disciples had a hard time believing these incredible claims - and they 

were with him! 

It took time for them to discover who Jesus really was. 

Eventually they realized, just as John did, just as many of us here today, that Jesus is who he said 

he is, and life is found in him. 

May we be a beacon for those looking for life, to re-connect to God. 

May we be a community that encourages each other, loves one another and accepts everyone 

where ever they are on their journey of faith. 

May we be another light in our community where people can find hope and a Saviour. 

And finally, in verse 5, the last verse of our passage today, John says “The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

Jesus, the Logos shines everywhere.   

Not just in the spiritual realm but right here with us, among us. 

Wilbert Howard, Interpreters Bible Commentary says on this passage, 
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 “In all this world is there a more amazing thing than the invincibility of goodness?  Everything 

seems to be against it but it refuses to be killed.”  

We are invited to be a part of this light, to be instruments to overcome darkness. 

It is not by any effort this is accomplished but by connection with Jesus. 

Darkness is not something that was created – it is the result of something missing. 

God is missing in our world, in our lives – this is where darkness comes from.  The absence of 

God in our lives. 

Darkness, jealousy, anger, rage, greed, insecurity, lack of self-control – all the result of 

something missing in our lives. 

Darkness is overcome by reconnecting with what’s missing. 

Jesus comes to restore what’s missing – connection to God. 

It is through Jesus, the Logos, God Himself, that we become everything we were intended to be. 

God, is not distant, not far off, but came and walked among us, to fellowship with us. 

We are beautifully and wonderfully created in love, to live in love and be vessels of that love. 

What a wonderful message and truth about Jesus John recorded for us so that the people of his 

day and us today, could understand exactly who Jesus really is. 

In discovering who Jesus really is, experience the life intended for us, one of joy, peace and love. 

And that’s the word! 

Amen. 


