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Baptism 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Jesus said in Matthew 28; 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

What is baptism? 

The word baptism comes from the Greek, baptizein, which means to immerse.   

There are different kinds of baptism - water baptism, baptism by fire, baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

Each describing an immersion into something. 

Today we have water baptisms! 

Water baptism has an interesting history.  Rooted in the Jewish tradition of Tvilah, a ceremonial 

bath was taken by those who converted to Judaism. 

It was also used in purification rites, such as when a person had touched a corpse, they needed 

to take a ceremonial bath before being allowed to enter the Temple again.  

Baptism was also used to symbolize a person entering into the service of ministry, to symbolize 

the entering into a new ‘vocation’, symbolizing their devotion to such a lifestyle. 

Jesus was baptised, part of which was to symbolize his launch into public ministry.   

Water baptism was also used to symbolize a person dedicating themselves to the teaching of a 

Rabbi, to symbolize their choosing to become a disciple.  

For us it symbolizes our dedication to the teaching of Jesus - to learn it, to understand it and 

ultimately to live it. 

What better instruction to dedicate ourselves to than Jesus’ one command - to love one 

another as he has loved us. 

In Jn.13:34-35 Jesus says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.”   

The Christian is emancipated from rules and traditions - as we are called to fulfil only one 

command, to love one another.   

Teaching is not an arbitrary instruction - it’s part of what baptism symbolizes, a willingness to 

engage in the teachings of Jesus Christ.   It symbolized becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
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So water baptism is a public declaration of one’s faith in Jesus and their dedication to follow his 

teaching. 

It is an outward symbol of a person who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ. 

It’s also the symbolism of repentance. That is why water baptism is called the baptism of 

repentance.   

Do you remember what repentance means? 

To recognize one’s total dependence on God. 

The New Bible Dictionary defines repentance as “To acknowledge one’s inability to live life 

apart from God, to accept one’s total dependence on God.” 

Halford Luccock in the Interpreters Commentary says; “Repentance is not remorse; not 

admitting mistakes; not saying in self-condemnation, ‘I have been a fool.’”  (Pg.650 Comm. On 

Mark) 

Repentance is “To acknowledge one’s inability to live life apart from God, to accept one’s total 

dependence on God.” 

Do you ever wonder why Jesus was water baptized? 

Two reasons, one we already mentioned, as a demarcation of his entry into public ministry. 

The second was his public declaration of his total dependence on God. 

Jesus was not sinless because he perfectly followed all the rules, he was sinless because he 

completely trusted God. 

It was his trust in God, his faith in God that produced a life of love. 

Our trust in Christ should manifest as love for one another.  

Galatians 5:6 says; “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 

Only by connecting with God by faith are we able to love one another as Jesus has called us.  

This is the teaching to which we are all dedicated. 

This is the purpose of our Christian community - encouraging one another in faith - faith 

manifesting itself in love.   

To love as God has called us requires that we recognize our total dependence upon Him. 

This is the baptism of repentance. 

And so as you declare your dependence on God and our Lord Jesus Christ today, placing your 

faith in Him, may your faith express itself in love, depending on God as our all sufficient 
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provider, and we will walk along side you as we also endeavour to grow in faith and be a 

community of love.   

Amen. 


