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Who’s Your Daddy? 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Reading from John 8:31-47 

31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful 
to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

33 “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?” 

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 35 A slave is not a 
permanent member of the family, but a son is part of the family forever. 36 So if the Son sets you 
free, you are truly free. 

 37 Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are trying to kill me 
because there’s no room in your hearts for my message. 

 38 I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following the advice of 
your father.” 

39 “Our father is Abraham!” they declared. 

“No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his 
example. 40 Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard from 
God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41 No, you are imitating your real father.” 

They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true Father.” 

42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have come to you 
from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why can’t you understand what I am 
saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me!  

44 For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He 
was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. 

When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 So when I 
tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me!  

46 Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am telling you the truth, why don’t 
you believe me? 47 Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t 
listen because you don’t belong to God.” 
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Here we see Jesus having harsh words for the listeners.  

Yet this is a very perplexing portion of scripture, because the beginning of the discourse says “31 

Jesus said to the people who believed in him,…” 

This discourse was spoken to those who believed in him! 

Speaking to those who believed in Jesus, the dialogue becomes agitated and even hostile. 

John begins by saying these are the Jews who believed in Jesus, and records that these same 
people who believed in Jesus have the devil as their father! 

Whaaaat!!!!!! 

Wilbert Howard in the Interpreters Bible Commentary says of this passage; “A difficulty arises 
from the swift change from belief to vehement hostility.”  (pg. 600) 

Have you ever met Christians who claim to believe in Jesus but act like the devil? 

They believe in all the right doctrines, can recite all the proper traditions, cliché’s - but like to 
point the finger, are greedy, morally uptight - good at following the rules yet lacking love? 

What does being a true disciple of Christ look like? 

In how many churches does discipleship look like conforming to a lifestyle?  

According to Jesus in our passage today, true discipleship leads to freedom - not conforming to 
tradition or moral expectations.  

Wilbert Howard again points out, “Real discipleship leads to real freedom.”  (pg.601) 

Merrill Tenney in the Expositors Commentary says, “Receiving Jesus’ teaching would lead them 
into a deeper experience of truth.  This truth would liberate them from legalism and 
superstition.”  (pg.95) 

Are we stuck in legalism or superstitions?   

If we are, that is an indicator that we are not true disciples of Christ.  

Another interesting fact of our passage today, note that there is no indicator that when they 
believed, that their belief was insincere.  

Shallow?  Perhaps.  But not insincere. 

Those who had believed in Jesus were sincere when they believed.  
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We cannot miss the powerful truth here that those who once believed don’t always believe. 

They may have started on the right track, but then realized the path of faith is difficult and have 
made the subtle transition to belief in the religion, tradition and superstitions from genuine 
faith in Jesus.   

The parable of the sower and the soils in Mark 4 comes to mind.  You recall, a sower sows seed 
and Jesus describes various places it falls.  He then gives the meaning of the parable; 

16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it 
with joy. 

 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.  

18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too 
quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire 
for other things, so no fruit is produced. 

It is possible to move from a place of belief to disbelief.   

Jesus begins to reveal to this group of Jews that they had moved from a place of belief to a place of 

disbelief. 

Jesus describes it in terms of who their father was. 

They claimed Abraham was their father, and further into the discourse they claim God as their father. 

Why wouldn’t they?  They were Jewish – descendants of Abraham, and they practiced God’s law. 

To this Jesus tells them their father is the devil!!!!!! 

Whaaaatttttt! 

Jesus, didn’t you read “How To Win Friends and Influence People”? 

Apparently not! 

Shocking!  Downright offensive! 

These were devout religious people who followed God’s law.  

They would have took Jesus’ words as an attack on their loyalty to God.  Nobody was more loyal to God 

than this group of Israelites! 

Loyalty to God was their signature. 
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However, loyalty to God is not faith. 

Faith is intimate trust.   

Paul points out how loyalty, or devotion to put it another way is not what God is looking for. 

Colossians 2:23 says “23 … rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, 

and severe bodily discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires.” 

These people were very devoted, very pious – exercised severe bodily discipline, fasted, went to the 

Temple – but all of that did not conquer their evil desires. 

None of that affected what was going on inside. 

Keep in mind their devotion to God was sincere.  They thought they were following God. 

This is a warning to all of us.   

We may start well but can get off course.   

We may think we are sincerely following God but may not be. 

We may be just as dedicated to a lifestyle - we have our own forms of legalism dressed up in our own 

forms of Christianity.  

How do we know who our real Daddy is? 

These Jewish people - who were believers - thought their ‘Daddy’ was God, yet Jesus reveals it was the 

devil! 

How could they have been so deceived? 

So Jesus begins to teach them how they can tell if they are following God or the devil. 

V39 “If you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his example.” 

There is the first indicator – are we like Abraham. 

Gal. 3:7 says “The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God.” 

Faith. 

Not doctrines, not rules, not devotion, not piety, not discipline, not rituals, not traditions – faith. 

Jesus uses Abraham as an indicator to show us who our father is.  If we are living by faith then God is 

truly our father. 

Jesus goes on to tell them what it looks like when their father is the devil.   
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V44 “you love to do the evil things he does.”  Thing such as lies, deceit, hating the truth - being the 

accuser, pointing out the faults of others, being judgemental ect. 

Jesus gives us very clear indicators for us to determine who we are following. 

So my question to you today is, Who’s your Daddy? 

Who’s your daddy? 

Are you a child of faith?  Do we follow the example of Abraham? 

Our Heavenly Daddy is looking for one thing – and one thing only.  Faith. 

“Without faith t is impossible to please God.” (Heb. 11:6) 

We cannot please our Daddy without faith. 

Gal.5:6 says “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 

That’s one of my favourite verses.  Faith connects us to God who is love, enabling his love to flow 

through us.  

If we are to call God our Daddy, we must live a life of faith.  

Who’s your daddy? 

How can we tell who we are following? 

Is it possible that we could be just as disillusioned as those who once believed in Jesus and then fell 

away? 

Doesn’t that worry you? 

It should! 

Paul points out numerous times in the books of Galatians and Romans that those who believed in Christ 

had gone back to their former ways.   

That we need to be on guard for this and check in on who our Daddy is. 

I like how he puts it in Galatians 5, 

22 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. (v19-
24) 
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I like the way Paul puts it – the fruit of the spirit, the evidence of the spirit.  I think he’s drawing 
on the parable of Jesus who said ‘the tree makes the fruit, not the other way around.  To change 
the fruit one must change the tree.’ (Matt.7) 

We don’t need to put in effort to try to produce these things, they naturally occur.  

There should be no effort to product these things, the tree naturally produces it. 

Therefore, if they don’t naturally occur, we have the wrong Daddy! 

The acts of the sinful nature are simply symptoms of that nature.   

If these acts of the sinful nature are what’s rolling around in our head all day, it’s an indicator 
that we have the wrong daddy! 

Look at verse 24 where it says “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires.” 

Those who have God as their daddy have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 

Our thoughts and desires reveal to us who our Daddy is. 

Our outward façade can hide what is truly going on inside of us, but God looks inside and knows what 

our hearts are thinking about, what they’re set on, what they want and believe will make us happy.   

On the outside we can look like God is our daddy, but on the inside our thoughts and desires could be 

revealing something else. 

Let us recall Col.2:23; … rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, and 

severe bodily discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires.” 

There it is again – our desires.  Our inner passions and desires. 

These are the indicators of who our Daddy is. 

At the beginning of the dialogue Jesus makes a good point that we should all remember.  

In verse 34 “everyone who sins is a slave to sin” 

A good reminder that we are all slaves to sin. 

This would have caught their attention as Yom Kippur – The Day of Atonement had just passed. 

It served as a reminder that they too – even the Jews – were sinners. 

All of us - them, us - everyone around the world - all of us are slaves to sin.  Helpless against it. 

Our thoughts and desires are the true indicators of our spiritual condition. 
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On one level we cannot control our passions, thoughts and desires - although we can resist them and 

not follow through on them, they continue to rage inside of us.  

This is how we are slaves to sin.  

Seneca, the Roman stoic philosopher said, “Show me anyone who is not a slave, one to greed, another to 

lust, another to ambition; all alike to fear.”1 

Perhaps Seneca had read Psalm 14 where it says, “There is no one who does good.  All have turned 

away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 

Or maybe he read Ecclesiastes 7, “Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does 

what is right and never sins.” 

Or it is likely he didn’t have to read it, but rather observed it in those around him, and in his own life. 

The Apostle Paul recognized this as well and knew deeply the effort, the devotion, the struggle to push 

down his inner impulses and follow God’s law.  

Paul realized the reality of his inner person, that it was contrary to God, and that is the universal 

condition of humanity.   

He quotes the Psalms and Ecclesiastes when he writes in Romans, “There is no one righteous, not even 

one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have 

together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”  (Rom.3:10-12) 

When those passions and desires, anger, hate, greed, jealousy etc. rise up within us the best we can do 

is resist following through with them – a wise choice, but not a life of freedom. 

Paul lived that life and realized it was not a life of freedom.  It was not a life of peace and joy - Paul 

realized he needed a Saviour, and that Saviour is Jesus Christ! 

Have we slipped back into a life of perpetual resistance to our inner impulses which we know are 

wrong? 

That’s not the freedom Christ provided for us - that’s living life with the wrong Daddy! 

We deceive ourselves if we think this is all that God requires of us, to resist our inner impulses.  

That is exactly what we should be free from - free from those impulses altogether - this is the freedom 

Jesus offers.  

The German writer Johann Von Goethe recognized this in the church culture around him and said; “No 

one is more of a slave than they who think themselves free without being so.”2 

                                                           
1 Interpreters Bible Commentary pg.602. 
2 Interpreters Bible Commentary pg.602 
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This dialogue John records for us is to help us recognize when we are living by faith and when we have 

slipped away from that.   

The teaching of Jesus is difficult.  People were shocked at what he was saying.  They did not realize their 

true spiritual condition because they had never experienced the life Jesus was calling them to. 

They had not experienced the kingdom of God and therefore did not know what real freedom was like.  

Spiritual emancipation happens on the inside, it changes our thoughts and desires - this is where Jesus 

constantly drew people’s attention to. 

The salvation of Jesus is true miracle to be experienced, not wishful thinking - and he was calling them 

into this deeper place of faith that they would start to live by faith and truly experience the kingdom of 

God.  

They weren’t free on the inside - they constantly had to battle their impulses and in other cases 

embraced them, leading to hate, jealousy, envy, greed and eventually murder in the form of stoning 

those who they saw broke certain laws, or in silencing the teaching of one who disagreed with them - 

like they eventually did to Jesus.  

What a terrible life!  And they didn’t know it. 

Living in fear, constantly on the look out, careful not to break the law, pushing down their desires, 

hardening their hearts in order to obey God’s commands.  

That’s not freedom. That’s not love.   

Our Daddy is freedom.  Our Daddy is love.  That is how we know if we are children of God. 

Faith in Jesus Christ sets us free from all of that.   

Jesus calls us into a new way of life that is possible only by faith. 

Faith reconciles us to God who is love.  Fellowship with the Holy Spirit is love, peach and joy.   

As the Apostle Paul recognized, having lived the life of a Pharisee, the most devout religious group of 

Israel, he knew what a life of moral striving was like.  

Then he discovered Jesus and life in the Kingdom of God, filled with the Holy Spirit and wrote in 2 Cor, 

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  (2Cor.3:17) 

Paul discovered the freedom Jesus calls us into by faith. 

He is the truth that sets us free as he said at the beginning of the passage “You are truly my disciples if 

you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

Only faith sets us free. 
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Only faith make us children of Abraham. 

Only faith connects us to God. 

And by faith we can be free and call Him Daddy! 

Amen. 


