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We Are All In the Same Boat Part 1! 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

The year was A.D. 49.   

Claudius was the Emperor of Rome.   

There are a lot of challenges to being Emperor of such a large Empire.   

Rome was known for putting down uprisings with force - of which there were many. 

What was an Emperor to do when such riots occur in the capital city? 

This cannot be tolerated and must be dealt with swiftly. 

There had been some unrest in the Jewish quarter of the city of Rome.   

Mild scuffles at first, nothing to be alarmed at. 

Those Jews were known to be fanatical about their religion!   

Very pious, moral citizens, yes.  Entrepreneurial, yes, well educated yes - but fanatical about their 

religion. 

The scuffles had grown into all out rioting.   

The issue according to secular historians was a disagreement amongst the Jews about their religion - the 

issue of Crestus.  

Something about a Christ, their Christ, was causing riots amongst themselves. 

The issue had become so out of hand Claudius - the Emperor of Rome - had to step in to intervene and 

keep peace in the city. 

Intervene he did!  He expelled ALL the Jews from Rome! 

“If you can’t live peacefully amongst yourselves in our city, you leave!” 

In A.D. 49, Claudius issues an edict expelling all Jews from Rome. 

We met some of those expelled Jews when we followed Paul on his second missionary journey into 

Macedonia and then down into Corinth.   

It was in Corinth where Paul meets two Jewish Christian believers - Priscilla and Aquilla.  

The story is found in Acts. 18 where it says; “Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he became 

acquainted with a Jew named Aquila, who had recently arrived from Italy with his wife, Priscilla. They 

had left Italy when Claudius Caesar deported all Jews from Rome. Paul lived and worked with them, for 

they were tentmakers just as he was.”  (Ac.18:1-3) 

Long before Paul ever made it to Rome, the message of Jesus Christ and the Christian movement had 

already made deep roots in Rome.   
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Many of the Jews living in Rome had become Christians - believed in Jesus - including Priscilla and 

Aquila.  

The church in Rome experienced incredible growth, which was causing tension between the Jews who 

believed in Jesus as the Messiah, and the Jews who did not.  

We’ve seen this issue time and time again - from Jesus himself to the disciples and Paul, some Jewish 

people received Jesus and others vehemently opposed him.  

Paul himself had been stoned, beaten, whipped and thrown in jail for his preaching of Jesus as the 

Christ.  

As was Paul’s custom, when he entered a new city, first thing he did was go to the Jewish community to 

connect with his people.   

Being a Rabbi, he could teach in the Synagogue - where he proceeded to preach Jesus as the Christ.  

Some would receive him and become Christians, others would accuse him of blasphemy and try to kill 

him.  

Similar outcomes were happening in Rome - traditional Jewish leaders were inciting violence on those 

who believed in Jesus.   

Scuffles turned into riots and the Jewish quarter of Rome was in upheaval. 

Claudius has enough and doesn’t care about the issue - all he knows is that the Jews are causing riots in 

the city over something to do with ‘Crestus’ - some Christ, their Messiah. 

He solves the problem by expelling them from the city. 

Effective to bring peace back to Rome, and peace for the Christian movement. 

Those strongly opposing them are now gone. 

Yet so are many of their leaders and teachers - like Priscilla and Aquila! 

Mixed in among the Jewish believers were Roman citizens and others from non-Jewish backgrounds 

who came to faith in Jesus Christ.  

In the vacuum left by the Jewish Christians being expelled along with all the Jews from Rome, the non-

Jewish Christians stepped up and took leadership of the church in Rome.  

A church which continued to grow and grow and grow.   

Then in A.D. 54 Claudius died.   

When an Emperor died so did his edicts. 

The Jews were allowed to return to Rome.  

Many of them did!   

When the Jewish Christian leadership returned to Rome, they found the church had grown!   
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Not only had it grown, but the church had taken on a very different flavour. 

Growing under non-Jewish leadership, the church had taken on a very non-Jewish flavour.  

Issues between Jew and Gentile - Gentile referring to anyone who was non-Jewish - were heightened as 

the church before was predominantly Jewish, so many new comers would defer to the Jewish way of 

doing things. 

But now, the leadership had become predominantly Gentile - and although they believe in the same 

Lord, their expression of their faith differed in many ways.  

The returning Jewish Christians intended on taking control again as they had left it - to assume the 

leadership of the church - but the Gentile leadership was doing just fine without them and saw no 

reason to hand back leadership to the Jewish believers.  

This was causing tension within the Christian church at Rome - tension between Jewish and Gentile 

believers.  

There was quarrelling amongst them, arguments over what is appropriate and what is not, what’s 

expected and what is not - what’s right in God’s eyes and what is not.  

Paul is planning on a missionary journey into Spain.  He has heard of the tremendous success of the 

church in Rome - not only from Aquila and Priscilla, but from many others connected to the Jewish and 

Christian communities.  

Paul is in the know - and he knows he could leverage the support of the church in Rome to fund his 

evangelistic journey into Spain. 

Problem is, the quarreling within the church in Rome needed to be dealt with - so Paul writes a letter to 

them to help them, to discipline them, to teach them before he arrives.  This is his ‘Pastoral Gift’ to 

them.  

It is known to us as the book of Romans.  

This is the contextual background through which we are to understand Paul’s letter to the church in 

Rome - and the passage we read today. 

Reading from Romans 3:21-31, 

“But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the 

law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God 

by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely 

makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our 

sins.  

25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that 

Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.  
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This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in 

times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time.  

God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right 

in his sight when they believe in Jesus. 

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is 

not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and 

not by obeying the law. 

29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There 

is only one God, and he makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.  

31 Well then, if we emphasize faith, does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of course not! In 

fact, only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.”  (Rom.3:21-30 NLT) 

Understanding the contextual background of these verses makes them a lot easier to understand 

doesn’t it? 

This is Paul, writing to a church with divisions between two groups - Jews and Gentiles.  

He is affirming the Jewish believer’s culture while freeing the Gentiles from an obligation to adopt that 

culture - and bringing them both to the same place of reconciliation with God - the place both Jew and 

Gentile have access to by faith in Jesus Christ. 

The same place both Jew and Gentile have fallen from - the glory of God - that which we were originally 

intended to be, to bear God’s very image in us. 

We were meant to be people wholly free, autonomous, relating to one another in love.  

Yet we have fallen - God’s image in us is marred, we have fallen short of the glory of God - we do not 

relate to one another in love, but relate to one another in terms of getting something from one another. 

Selfishness instead of love reigns in us - both Jew and Non-Jewish - all of us have failed to love one 

another as God has called us to. 

Our freedom?  

Lost.   

Freedom we thought we had living apart from God, only to find ourselves losing our freedom to 

ourselves - we are slaves to sin, slaves to perpetual thirst, a never ending hunger which gnaws at us 

from the inside, driving us to self harm and paralyzing us from the ability to truly love one another.  

Our thinking, our feeling, our acting - is all driven by selfishness - God’s image in us is marred, fallen, and 

we need to be saved. 

Paul is writing from a place of experience.  

Having lived most of his life a Pharisee, one of the most religious, most religiously fanatical of the Jewish 

people, one day Paul experiences Jesus Christ, comes to faith in him, and experiences a reconnection 

with God which frees him from the inside - an experience of the Kingdom of God Jesus spoke of.  
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Paul’s letter is not a well crafted manipulation designed to pull two quarreling parties together in order 

to secure support for his journey into Spain! 

No, this is a thorough spanking to quarreling children wrapped in a brilliant declaration of God’s saving 

action for humanity which is received only by faith in Jesus Christ.  

It comes from Paul who has experienced something other worldly and is able to make sense of a cultural 

past which is proving to be a stumbling block for many from that same culture. 

How do the Jewish people just abandon that which they have grown up to believe is what God expects 

of them? 

Many of the Jewish believers thought Paul was throwing out the law, Moses and the Prophets, nullifying 

it, rendering it obsolete, a waste of time.  

The Jewish leaders accused Jesus of the same thing.  

In Matthew 5:17 Jesus replies to their accusation of him abolishing the law, “Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

Paul sees this community of Jewish Christians struggling with the same issue and assures them as we 

read in our verses, in 31, “If we emphasize faith, does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of 

course not! In fact, only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.”  (Rom3:31) 

How did Jesus fulfill the law? 

It wasn’t by following them perfectly, but by living a life to which the law and the Prophets pointed - a 

life of faith. 

The law shows us what a life without faith looks like - it will be inclined to break those laws.  

Jesus fulfilled the law by living a perfect life of faith - never stepping out of perfect trust in God. 

Jesus fulfills the law by living a complete life of faith. 

Therefore, you Jewish Christians, and non-Jewish Christians in Rome fulfill the law the same way - by 

living a life of faith. 

Rom.3:31, “Only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.” 

Paul is affirming the Jewish believers that their culture, everything they have grown up with, worked so 

hard to preserve - has purpose.  

It would have been a difficult message for them to hear - the only thing required is faith? 

They needed to understand how faith and their scriptures worked hand in hand.  Just as those who 

listened to Jesus needed to understand the place of their religious culture relative to what he was 

teaching - which seemed so out of step with how they understood it.  

The part where they were out of step was in believing they earned favour with God by following the law.  

Although many Jews had come to faith in Jesus Christ, it was difficult to let go of the thought of earning 

the favour of God by being good, by following the rules.  



6 | W e  A r e  A l l  I n  T h e  S a m e  B o a t  P a r t  1 !  B y :  R e v .  C h a d  T r i v e t t  

 

And don’t we all do the same thing today? 

Sure, we believe we are saved by faith, but truly, inside, we have this good/bad way of thinking in which 

we try to stay on the good side of the line so we win favour from God and avoid the bad side of the line 

and therefore avoid punishment from God.  

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon describes this well in the article on Righteousness when it says; “The Jews as a 

people, and very many who had become converts from among them to Christianity, supposed that they 

secured the favor of God by works conformed to the requirements of the Mosaic law, as though by way 

of merit; and that they would thus attain to eternal salvation.  

But this law demands perfect obedience to all its precepts, and threatens condemnation to those who do 

not render such obedience.   

Obedience of this kind no one has achieved, neither Jews nor Gentiles — for with the Gentiles the natural 

law of right written on their souls takes the place of the Mosaic law.  

On this account Paul proclaims the love of God, in that by giving up Christ, his Son, to die as an atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of people he has attested his grace and good-will to humanity, so that they can hope 

for salvation as if they had not sinned.  

But the way to obtain this hope, he teaches, is only through faith.”1 

Yes, the law and prophets are important - they point to a life of faith - but the law was misused as a tool 

to earn God’s favour, it was misunderstood, and once again humanity thought to save themselves by 

adhering to a set of rules to keep them in line. 

Whether it was the Mosaic law or natural law, humanity was determined to save itself. 

Although such laws are effective to give order to society and community, it can never restore a person 

to the state of love, the glory of God in us, as God originally intended. 

Even the non-Jewish nations used law, even natural law of ‘if you hurt me I will hurt you, if you’re good 

to me I will be good to you’ can be useful in keeping order in society, but completely fail to restore us to 

the powerfully loving humanity God created us to be.  

And as we will see next week when we take a deeper look into our passage, even the Gentiles 

participate in a merit-based religion in effort to earn favour from God or the gods.  

Consider these new Gentile believers who have now become Christians - who have joined this new 

movement within Judaism. 

They would have seen the moving of the Holy Spirit, the miracles, experienced the joy and peace that 

crashes over them as a wave pounding them with life.  

Many would have experienced the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, an infilling which truly is beyond 

description.  

 
1 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, δικαιοσύνη 
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And as they were drawn by this new liberating phenomenon, they were embraced by the Jewish 

community and intimately learned their way of life.  

Yet how different this was.   

‘Do we really need to live like this?’ many would wonder 

‘I like Jesus Christ, but the rest of this Jewish lifestyle is a bit of a kill joy!’ 

‘No thanks - I’ll take Jesus and stop there.’ 

Many of the Gentile believers did not have the baggage the Jewish believers were still wading through.  

They could enjoy their freedom of faith in Christ more readily than the Jewish believers.  

Unfortunately, their freedom was offending many of the Jewish believers.  Their ‘laiser faire’ attitude 

toward law and customs of the Jews was coming off as contemptuous.  

One of the issues they were wrestling with in their community was the food laws. 

Many of the Jewish believers still followed the food laws, yet the Gentiles felt free to eat whatever they 

wanted. 

The bacon wrapped filet mignon did not go over well at the last pot luck! 

This was offending the Jewish believers. 

Another issue was circumcision.  This was an issue throughout the new movement within Judaism. 

Remember we looked at that when we did the study on the first council of Jerusalem. 

Should Gentile believers be circumcised or not? 

Many Jewish believers were judging the Gentiles as sinful because of what they ate and or not being 

circumcised. 

Do we judge others as not obeying God because they practice their faith differently than us? 

Some people think Christians shouldn’t drink alcohol.  I know of one denomination that doesn’t allow 

their ministers to drink alcohol.   

We are free to do so in ours. 

Some Christian churches and denominations won’t ordain women.  Others do! 

Personally, I would never belong to a denomination that doesn’t treat women equally, that won’t ordain 

women - I believe strongly women and men are equal in God’s eyes and there are no limits or 

restrictions on God’s gifts as God gives accordingly. 

How about marriage? 

Some movements don’t allow the leadership to marry as it is as distraction to ministry.  Others do allow 

it.  
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Speaking of leadership, I know of one denomination that will not allow anyone who does not speak in 

tongues to be a minister.  Apparently, those who don’t aren’t good enough to be ministers! 

Some people believe it’s an insult to God to show up to Church without a suit.  Others without head 

coverings for women.   

You see, there are lots of issues dividing our communities today just as there were back then. 

For the Roman church especially, the Gentile believers exercised a lot more freedom than the Jewish 

believers - because they did not have the cultural baggage - but the reality was, they were all in the 

same boat! 

Everyone is just as sinful as the next person - even if we don’t see it that way! 

Jew and Gentile, Canadian, American, European, Asian, African - we are all in the same boat! 

And so Paul reminds the Gentile believers they too are in the same spiritual predicament as the Jews 

who failed to follow the Mosaic law. 

ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  ALL! 

ALL of us fail to be who God has intended and called us to be. 

Furthermore, this great salvation that comes to humanity by faith in Jesus Christ was foretold in this 

religion of the Jews!  If it wasn’t for them, for Moses and the Prophets - there would be no 

understanding of God’s great sacrifice to save us. 

Without Moses and the Prophets, we would not have a context in which to marvel at God’s incredible 

love for us! 

Jesus was Jewish!  God chose to reveal his great love for us and provide salvation for all - Jew and 

Gentile - within the context of the Jewish religion and culture - So respect it! 

Paul is very clear to the Gentile believers in Rome they must respect the Jewish culture and religion - for 

they are grafted in and owe their understanding of God’s love and salvation to them. 

In the later part of the letter to the Romans, Paul gets into specifics on how the Christian community is 

not to judge each other as they individually work out what they are comfortable with and what they are 

not comfortable with. 

This is the reason Paul is emphasising our justification before God is by faith only, that our righteousness 

comes from faith and only faith. 

Our propensity to earn God’s favour comes from a fallen nature, our sin, our insistence that we can save 

ourselves - and affects Jew and Gentile alike. 

It affects us today! 

If only we had a glimpse of our sinfulness would we realize how impotent we are to remedy our 

situation.  

And so, both Jew and Gentile alike are saved by faith. 
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The Mosaic law, the natural law - reveal our lives, our lives that are lived without faith. 

The only remedy, the fulfillment of law is not effort, its not our will to do better, not our resolve to be 

better people, not 7 steps to a better you - but one step, the step of faith. 

‘Come on people’ pleads Paul.  ‘If you were living the life of faith you experienced when you first 

believed in Jesus, there would be no quarrelling among you!  Love one another!  Having trouble with 

that?  It’s because you’re out of step with the Spirit - you’re doing it by effort, not by faith.’ 

‘I write this letter to help put you back on track.  So when I come I can deal with more important matters 

- spreading this good news of reconciliation with God, freedom from our sin - with Spain!’ 

‘Help me in this as I am coming to you.  Turn your eyes back on faith in Jesus Christ, and everything else 

will fall into place.’ 

Such a powerful letter to the church in Rome.   

Such a powerful reminder to us today. 

The scriptures were written and preserved for us - that when we get distracted with the various 

responsibilities of life, the challenges and obligations - they are there for us to read and bring us back on 

track - back to a life of faith. 

For as Paul says later on in Romans 14:23, “Everything that does not come from faith is sin.” 

May we encourage one anther in this faith, that we would love each other - the glory of God restored in 

us. 

As Paul gives this same encouragement to the church in Galatia where they were dealing with similar 

issues and says, “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”  (Gal.5:6) 

As we approach one another, from various backgrounds, with different beliefs of what is right and 

wrong, what we should do and not do, let our faith in Christ be real. 

We will know it is real - for it will express itself through love.  

Paul saw the church at Rome had lost their focus and were not living by faith - because they were not 

treating each other with love.  

There was quarreling, judgement, power struggles, insults - lives that had swayed off the course of faith.  

Therefore faith was the path back to restored, loving relationships - back to the glory of God intended 

for us. 

Next week we will take a closer look at our passage verse by verse, in hopes of deepening our 

understanding of faith and how we wander from it. 

Amen. 


