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We Are All In the Same Boat! 

Part 2 

By: Rev. Chad Trivett 

Last week we took a look at the context of our passage from Romans. 

We learned how Claudius Caesar deported all the Jews from Rome in 49A.D. due to riots in the Jewish 

section of the city.  

These riots were caused by the issue of Jesus being the Christ or not - many Jews believed in Jesus and 

many didn’t.  

Those who didn’t tried to stamp out the believers in Jesus with violence - a reaction common to the 

Jewish missionaries who were spreading the message of Jesus throughout the region.  

This deportation included all of the Jews - including the Christian Jews. 

The Non-Jewish, the Gentile Christians assumed leadership of the church to fill the vacuum, and the 

church continued to grow.  

In A.D. 54, Claudius died, and the Jews were allowed to return to Rome.  

The Christian Jews returned to find the church had grown under Gentile leadership, and assumed they 

would take over leadership again when they returned.  

The Gentile church had taken on a different flavour than the Jewish church due to the differences in 

cultural backgrounds.  

Tension between the two grew and arguments within the church were rampant. 

We looked at this last week and considered how it would have been difficult for the Jewish believers to 

abandon their upbringing and culture although they believed in and experienced Christ.  

Some of the Gentile believers looked at the Jewish culture with contempt and flaunted their freedom 

when they got together to worship.  

One of the main thrusts of Paul’s letter to the Romans is to point out we are all in the same boat - Jew 

and Gentile - everyone in the world needs to be saved and that salvation is received by faith in Jesus 

Christ.  

A large part of the letter to the Romans is dedicated to revealing the universal condition of sin, how 

Jesus fulfills the law rather than abolishing it - a very important point to help the Jews overcome their 

cultural hang ups - and for Jew and Gentile alike, our salvation is by faith alone.  

If you missed last weeks message, I encourage you to go back and listen to it on YouTube or our 

Website, or download the PDF on the website and give it a read. 

Picking up with the same verses from last week, I will be reading from the NIV, although as you recall we 

read from the NLT last week. 
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I love how the NLT phrases these verses, however, there are some key words that need to be 

highlighted and stand out more in the NIV, therefore I have chosen the NIV to read from this week.   

Reading from Romans 3:21-26, 

“But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by 

faith.  

He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be 

just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” (Rom.3:21-30 NIV) 

Let’s take a closer look at what these verses are saying. 

Starting at verse 21 and 22 we read, “But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been 

made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through 

faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 

How many of you have heard the term ‘The righteousness of God’ before? 

What is typically thought of when we hear the words ‘The righteousness of God?’   

God’s goodness?  God’s holiness?  God’s standards? 

In the book of Romans, ‘The righteousness of God’ refers to God’s saving action.  

The righteousness of God is God’s saving action.  

Or as Douglas Moo in the New International Commentary on the book of Romans puts it, ‘The 

righteousness of God is the justifying activity of God.’ (pg.222) 

This is how God saves us.   

The righteousness of God is God’s saving action.  

As we looked at last week, many Christian Jews still held on to part of their upbringing which taught 

them salvation comes from obedience to the Mosaic law and Prophets.   

BUT NOW, says Paul, BUT NOW, apart from the law God saves us. 

God saves us how?  By justifying us - how are we justified?  By Jesus Christ taking the penalty of our sin 

as Paul says in the next few verses.  

And don’t be surprised about this, says Paul to the Jewish believers - this was foretold in the law, in 

Moses and the Prophets. 

This is nothing new!  This was the promise and provision of our salvation written of long ago! 
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Paul is affirming the validity of the Jewish laws and culture to the Jewish believers - this was very 

important to affirm for both Jewish believers and non-Jewish believers as we looked at last week. 

He needs to show their culture, Moses and the Prophets are not in vain, and he needs to show the 

Gentiles their need to respect that culture. 

In verse 22, this salvation, which was written about and foretold, “This righteousness - God’s saving 

action - is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 

Our salvation is by faith - and only by faith.  

The Christian reformation had a slogan in Latin - Sola Fide - Only Faith.   

Pre-Reformation Christianity had devolved into a religion of rules and ceremonies necessary to be 

followed in order to receive salvation - a regression back to law-based religion. 

As people began reading and learning the Bible for themselves, and as many leaders in the church 

studied the scriptures for themselves instead of leaning on tradition, they discovered these beautiful 

words in Romans and declared Sola Fide - Only Faith!  A reformation had begun. 

Only Faith!  The end of verse 22 says to all who believe - to all who actually place their trust in Jesus 

Christ.  

This his not about whether or not we believe Jesus existed, or if he’s God, or how he’s God - it’s about 

trust.   

It’s important that Jesus existed and exits, it’s important that Jesus is who he says he is - but we can 

believe those things and still not trust him, still not have faith, and therefore our lives don’t reflect the 

salvation we should be walking in. 

Dare I say, the truth is our ‘faith’ stops at believing the right things about Jesus.  That’s not the faith we 

are called to. 

Faith, pistis, is deep intimate trust in God with our dignity and desires.  

Interestingly, faith is always received from God, and is never generated by us. 

This is divine persuasion.  God persuades us to trust him.  

Faith is not something we produce, it cannot be worked up by our effort - we respond in trust to God 

proving Himself trustworthy.1 

We receive God’s saving action when we trust in Jesus Christ.  

Isn’t that beautiful? 

It takes the pressure off! 

Christianity is not a performance based religion. 

 
1 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon - Faith,  
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Stop striving, trust in Jesus Christ - we are saved by faith.  

Continuing from verse 22, 

“There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

There is no difference between you, me, or anyone in the world - we all need to be saved - we are all in 

the same boat.  

All have sinned - hamartia - missed the mark. 

Remember what that means?  It’s a reference to archery - missing the target.  

The target is God, the arrows are our desires and dignity, where we aim is that in which we believe will 

fulfill us - and none of us aim at God. 

Every person in the world is motivated by self-fulfillment - every single one of us.  

We are all in the same boat.  

This is not a new theme.  Paul has already brought this up at the beginning of his letter to the Romans.  

In the second half of Romans chapter 1, Paul talks about people whose behaviour is contrary to the 

Mosaic Law - people Paul knows the Jewish Christians would be quick to condemn for their lifestyle. 

But they don’t realize Paul sets them up and exposes their judgemental attitude as he continues in 

Romans 2:1 where he says, “You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and 

you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning 

yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things.”  (Rom.2:1 NLT) 

Hey people, we are all guilty!  We are all in the same boat.  

Here is some homework for you - Read the second half of Romans chapter 1, the rant that Paul goes on - 

identify people in those verses that think are ‘sinful’ - write them down.   

Then, read Rom. 2:1. 

You, and I, are just as guilty. 

Sin is not about outward actions - those outward actions are driven by inner impulses.   

The people Paul is writing too would never have participated in the list of actions found in chapter one, 

but they were just as guilty and doing the very same thing - hamartia - missing the mark, self fulfill. 

It is out of this miss-placed faith that all sin springs from.  All!  Therefore we are all just as guilty no 

matter how it manifests.  

Paul brings it up again in chapter three, in our verses.  As we just read in verse 23, “all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God”. 

John Knox in the Interpreters Bible Commentary points out “The Glory of God refers to our original state 

as created in the likeness of God.”  (pg.429) 
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God shared his glory with us - in our original state, as God intended us to be, to share his glory, God’s 

very being - which is love.  

1 John 4:8 says “God is love.” 

God’s glory is restored in us when we love one another.  

Perhaps this is why Jesus said in John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 

one another.” (NIV) 

This is also why Paul emphasises this near the end of his letter to the Romans where he says in Romans 

13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love your neighbor, 

you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law.”  (NLT) 

God’s glory in us is love.  

And we all fail in this.  

We have all sinned - failed to love, failed to be the powerfully loving people God created us to be, in 

God’s image. 

The religious leaders of Israel were great at following the law, avoiding certain behaviours deemed 

inappropriate, wrong and sinful - but they lacked love. 

They were just as guilty. 

Paul reminds the Jewish Christians in Rome, that although in their eyes they follow a more ‘pure’ 

lifestyle, they are just as guilty, and fail at the call to love - the glory of God as we were created. 

Do we think ourselves better than others? 

Do we think ourselves less ‘sinful’ than others? 

Careful!  If we do we are on dangerous ground!  

Truly, we are all in the same boat! 

All of us need to be saved - all of us have fallen short of God’s glory and the only way back is faith in 

Jesus Christ!   

Not better lifestyle, not adherence to a moral standard - but only faith - Sola Fide! 

Verse 24 emphasises and clarifies this where it says, “all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

That word justified means made righteous.   

It means we are deemed right by God after his examination, the approval of God of which God is the 

source - not something we’ve done, but something God has accomplished in us as a result of our putting 

our trust in Him. 
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We are justified, made righteous, returned to the state in which we ought to be - correctness in thinking, 

feeling and acting.2 

That’s the definition from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon - and did you catch that last part of the definition?  

Correctness in thinking, feeling and acting. 

This goes far beyond choosing to do the right thing - this faith changes our very inner being - it changes 

our thinking and feeling which results in our acting.  

It’s a change within! 

If we are struggling to not do what we are inclined to do on the inside, because we know what we are 

inclined to do on the inside is wrong, we need to be saved - we have fallen short of the glory of God.  

Even if our outward behaviour conforms, we are just as guilty - salvation is not skin deep - it’s soul deep! 

We are made right by faith - only faith, only trust in Jesus Christ restores us - it is an inner experience 

which manifests outwardly in love for one another.  

As Joseph Fitzmyer says in the Anchor Bible Commentary, “Effects of the Christ event are appropriated 

through faith in Jesus Christ, and only through faith.  It is the means whereby human beings experience 

what Christ has done for them.” (pg.342) 

This is not something we sit around and talk about - this is something we experience.   

An inner experience, a change of thought and feeling which manifests in action - love for one another.  

Yet all to often, we are caught up on choosing to do the right thing, forcing our outward behaviour to 

conform to a lifestyle we are told God approves of - all the while still dead inside. 

That’s not the life Jesus has called us to! 

I’m not telling you to stop doing the right thing - I’m saying we remain in the same boat unless we 

endeavour to trust, to have faith.  

Continuing on with verse 25-26 it says, “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the 

shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in 

his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his 

righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus.”  (NIV) 

That word for ‘sacrifice of atonement’ is hilasterion  - a reference to the sacrifice of 

atonement in the Mosaic law. 

It is often translated into English as propitiation or expiation.  In our version it’s translated as ‘sacrifice of 

atonement’. 

Propitiation is a sin offering to appease the wrath of a deity.  Expiation is the act of making amends, a 

reparation for guilt or wrong doing, an atonement. Both capture the idea of what Paul is saying. 

 
2 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon - righteousness,  
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According to Leviticus 16, once a year on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest entered the Holy of 

Holies and would sprinkle the blood of a sacrificial lamb on the mercy seat, the lid of the Ark of the 

Covenant.  

This lamb had to be without blemish, and it represented the sin of the people. 

John the Baptist, when he saw Jesus coming to be baptized declared “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!” (Jn.1:29) 

Jesus, sinless, having complete trust, faith in God, was offered as a sacrifice in our place, took our sin to 

satisfy the holiness, and justice of God - and so provision was made that we could be restored. 

Paul in his letter to the Corinthians states it plainly, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  (2Cor.5:21 NIV) 

That we would be saved - this is the righteousness of God - God’s saving action. 

Sin cannot be ignored, and God sees we do not have the capacity to make atonement for our sin - for 

God is so huge, so powerfully loving, and pure and holy - we do not have the capacity to appease, to 

atone, to make amends - we don’t have the ability to reconcile ourselves to God. 

As God looks on us in our pitiful condition, far, far away from the glory God wanted to share with us - 

God’s very own image, love so deep, so wonderful, so powerful, creating us to be that powerfully loving 

creature like God yet have fallen so far from it - knowing we could not save ourselves, God provides the 

sacrifice for our sin. 

God saves us. 

The one who is affronted makes provision. 

God’s great love for us - in an incredible display of mercy and grace, pays our price and saves us. 

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever places their faith in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17 NIV, Emphasis mine) 

What God does this? 

The story foretold in Moses and the Prophets, the story revealed of God’s saving action in Jesus Christ, is 

unlike any other story found anywhere else.  

Some have accused Christianity as being one of many religions that are the same - something people say 

who truly do not understand the nature of Christianity and the revelation of scripture. 

Some see the death of Christ as another cruel demand from God to a swage anger - and yes, God’s anger 

has been enflamed but only along side of God’s love. 

Yes, anger has been enflamed, but the solution to our dire state and God’s anger is provided by God 

alone - an act unseen in other religions.  

This propitiation, this atonement is one of love - powerful love.  This expiation is unlike anything else 

found in the surrounding religions of the day.  



8 | W e  A r e  A l l  I n  T h e  S a m e  B o a t !  B y :  R e v .  C h a d  T r i v e t t  

 

Douglas Moo, in the New International Commentary of the New Testament sees this and says, “This 

propitiation is, of course, altogether different from pagan notions of propitiation.   

First, as we have seen, the biblical conception of the wrath of God is far removed from the pagan picture 

of a capricious and often vindictive deity.  God’s wrath is the inevitable and necessary reaction of 

absolute holiness to sin.  

Second, in contrast to the secular religious tradition, it is God himself who initiates the propitiatory 

offering.” (pg.235) 

G.B. Stevens in The Johannine Theology also points out; “In the heathen view expiation renders the gods 

willing to forgive; in the Biblical view expiation enables God, consistently with his holiness, to do what he 

was never unwilling to do.   

In the former view sacrifice changes the sentiment of the gods toward humanity; in the latter it affects 

the consistency of his procedure in relation to sin.” (pg.183) 

God comes and provides salvation for us - makes atonement, reconciles us. 

As I remember in Bible College, one of my professors, Dr. Lyman Kulathungum in our World Religions 

class pointed out how the religions of the Levant reflected the behaviour of humanity, yet Christianity 

reveals the nature of God - something other worldly, something beyond anything found in humanity - 

love! 

This revelation of God in Jesus Christ is not only to show what God is like but to reveal what we are 

supposed to be.  

God saw how far we have fallen and made a plan to save us.  

God stayed the consequences of our sin, put off judgement until provision was made.  

And God’s patience and calling to humanity continues - and as it does we are called to experience this 

salvation, to experience restoration to how God created us by faith in Jesus Christ. 

This is a beautiful message we have - one of hope, of reconciliation, of vision - a revelation of who we 

are meant to be.  

We are justified, made righteous, restored to the state in which we ought to be - correctness in thinking, 

feeling and acting.  

God’s glory restored in us - a powerfully loving community.  

This is what the Church community in Rome had wandered away from. 

The bickering, the demanding others follow a lifestyle they followed, a contempt toward other traditions 

- they were not loving because they were not living by faith.  

Think about these things as we endeavour to have faith, trust in Jesus Christ. 

Are we judgemental?  Do we look down on others for whatever reason?  Do we think ourselves better 

than others?   
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Remember, All participate in hamartia, sin - every day. 

All fall short of God’s glory - we fail to love as we are called to love. 

We are all in the same boat.  

Which means the solution is the same for all of us. 

Only faith makes us righteous. 

Amen.  


