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How many of you have friends who adhere to a religion, or philosophy or belief system different 

to your own? 

Sure, lots of us do.  

I do too. 

One of the many things I love about Canada is the acceptance of pluralism – a society in which 

we are all free to believe as we wish. 

Yet even within our own culture we find some prejudices against people of certain belief 

systems.   

It’s inevitable.   

Jesus encountered many such prejudices in his day – and being a Jewish Rabi, he was expected 

to hold certain prejudices himself. 

Jesus was expected to distance himself from certain people in his society because of his position 

as a religious teacher and Jewish Rabi. 

Has anyone here ever felt that pressure before? 

Have you ever felt like you couldn’t ‘hang out’ with someone who had a different belief system 

or lifestyle? 

No – of course not!  No one here would have ever felt such pressure!   

Many people put pressure on Jesus because he did things that included those who were typically 

excluded by others.   

Jesus even allowed people in positions of leadership who were shunned and rejected by others. 

Jesus was inclusive. 

It was his pattern in life and ministry. 

He starts off by choosing unlikely disciples.  He chooses fishermen – those who were not 

seeking to become disciples of a Rabi.   

They didn’t have formal educations, weren’t on paths that needed it or had lives that would 

eventually lead them there. 

They didn’t chose Jesus, Jesus chose them. 

Jesus also chose a tax collector, Matthew. 
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No Rabi would ever chose Matthew!   

Why not? 

Because he was a tax collector – too controversial! 

Tax collectors were seen as traitors!  Rome was the enemy, the Empire that was occupying 

Israel. 

To be Jewish collecting taxes for Rome was seen as traitorous!  Why would anyone of our own 

nation help our enemy!? 

Matthew was a theological and social hot potato – no one would go near him let alone invite him 

to be a disciple.   

No one except Jesus! 

Jesus also had women disciples. Another hot potato in the religious world of Israel!  

This was frowned upon by tradition and Rabbi’s would never allow women disciples. 

Remember, the 12 disciples were not the only disciples Jesus had.  

The 12 were Jesus ‘inner circle’ yet there were many others.  Among those others included Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary Salome, Martha, sister of Lazarus, Miriamne, sister 

of Phillip to name a few. 

Even within his own established leadership, Jesus was inclusive. 

Jesus inclusiveness goes far beyond his choice of disciples, but extends to his ministry. 

Jesus often went to minister to the Samaritans – a group of people the Jews hated for they saw 

them as sell outs to Greek culture, a mix of Judaism and Hellenism and therefore impure. 

Jewish Rabbis shunned the Samaritans – even to the point of avoiding their territory all together. 

The Jews would even take the long way from Jerusalem up to Galilee just to avoid going through 

Samaria. 

Yet Jesus, in John chapter 4, decides to go right into Samaria instead!   

He does not let cultural expectations of what’s appropriate and inappropriate stop him from 

reaching out to everyone! 

The story gets better – when he gets there he stops at a well where he initiates a conversation 

with a Samaritan woman – alone! 

That’s two big no no’s!   

First he strikes up a conversation with a Samaritan, and second, with a woman – alone! 

Even when his disciples come back from the village with food they feel awkward about what 

they saw. 
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This division between the Jews and Samaritans is further highlighted by Jesus in the stories of 

The Good Samaritan in Luke 10 and the Samaritan Man healed of Leprosy in Luke 17. 

In the story of the good Samaritan, there was a man who was hurt at the side of a road.  The 

Jewish Priests and Rabbis walked on by, but the Samaritan, who was outcast by the Jews, 

stopped to help the man. 

Jesus commends this man as an example of true spirituality.  

The Samaritan man who was healed of leprosy in Luke 17 was one among 10 that Jesus healed. 

The Samaritan was the only one who came back to thank Jesus and fell at his feet. 

Jesus even asked, “Where are the others?  Were they not healed as well?”  It was only the 

Samaritan that came back to thank Jesus.   

In Matthew 15, a Canaanite woman shows great faith when she comes to Jesus asking him to 

heal her daughter.   

A Canaanite – historical enemies to Israel.  A woman of another culture, another religion, shows 

great faith. 

In Matthew 8 a Roman Centurion comes to Jesus and asks him to heal one of his servants.  

In response to the Centurions faith Jesus heals the servant.  

To his disciples he says “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great 

faith.” 

Which is the point of all these stories – to show that faith is found in the most unlikely places.   

That most religious people of Jesus day would not venture to minister outside their own circles. 

They expected people to come to them, but Jesus goes to where they are! 

Jesus invites and embraces those of questionable back grounds – Canaanite women, Samaritans, 

even Roman Centurions! 

And look what he finds there – faith! 

These people who were supposed to be lost, rejected by God, heathen, enemies of Israel – are the 

ones who actually are found to have faith!   

Although Jesus spent much of his time ministering to Israel, he was not exclusive, but inclusive.  

And the record in the Gospels is sure to make the point that Jesus, despite his religion and 

cultural upbringing, despite social expectations, he reaches out to everyone! 

Jesus even ventured into the Decapolis! 

No!  Not the Decapolis! 

What’s the Decapolis? 
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The Decapolis was a group of 10 cities in the middle East. 

The Decapolis was a center of Greek and Roman culture in a region that was otherwise Semitic.  

These cities were seen as religious and moral pollution to the area and were avoided at all cost by 

the Jews. 

Yet the book of Mark says that’s the region Jesus goes, right into areas that no Rabi should 

venture. 

Don’t think people didn’t notice that Jesus was going places morally questionable. 

The Jews said of Jesus, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-

possessed?” Jn.8:48. 

Jesus is taking flack for accepting people who the religious distanced themselves from. 

Inclusive Jesus who found faith in the most unlikely places.   

Last story illustrating the inclusiveness of Jesus is found in Luke chapter 7, where we find Jesus 

at Simon the Pharisees house for dinner. 

After dinner a woman who was well known in the town to be a ‘sinful’ woman, came in, washed 

Jesus feet with her tears, wiped them with her hair and anointed them with oil.   

The Pharisees reaction was disgust as he watched Jesus receive this woman and allow her to 

minister to him – even touch him! 

Have we ever had the same attitude as this Pharisee? 

Have we pushed people away, insisted they become like us first before we allow them to be part 

of our community? 

Do we divide and exclude others because they believe something different than we do? 

Do we push others away because they have adopted a lifestyle we don’t approve of? 

Then we are not like Christ. 

Jesus goes to them, accepts them, embraces them – and sees in all of us the potential for faith 

regardless of where we are or where we come from.  

It’s after a genuine encounter with Christ that we change, not before.   

Our mission is to introduce Jesus so they can experience Him and be transformed, not try to 

change people to fit into our community.  

Inclusive Jesus. 

So then why did Jesus say in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.”  NIV 

Does that not sound exclusive? 
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How can Jesus say that after his life demonstrates his inclusiveness? 

At first glance this statement by Jesus may strike some of us as offensive. 

Is he saying without Him no one can know God? 

Sounds like Jesus is being very exclusive! 

And so many have used this statement of Jesus to justify their prejudice against those who do not 

follow Christ. 

Such twisting of Christs words should never happen. 

Did Jesus say this to exclude people? 

No!  I’m suggesting this statement by Jesus is a continuation of what we have already seen 

demonstrated in the Gospels – that Jesus is being inclusive when he says “I am the way, the truth 

and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.” 

At face value we tend to see this as an ultimatum laid down by Christ – words that we use to 

divide between ‘us’ and ‘them’. 

Yet that is not what Jesus intends or meant in this gospel of John. 

Many commentators have argued specifically that this statement by Jesus is inclusive - and here 

is how: 

The author of this Gospel, John, is very specific in his choice of language. 

Remember two weeks ago we looked at John’s contextualization of the Hellenistic/Gnostic term 

Logos? 

He is writing at a time when pluralistic Gnostic philosophy had been distorting who the person of 

Christ is. 

So he adopts certain Gnostic terms to explain who Christ is, i.e. Logos, and avoids other gnostic 

terms such as pistis (faith), Sophia (wisdom) and gnosis (knowledge) as to not confuse what 

Christ does with who He is. 

John’s gospel is the only one that does not use the words Pistis, (faith), Sophia (wisdom) and 

gnosis (knowledge) - because at the time John wrote his gospel, those words had taken on very 

different meaning. 

Gnosticism taught that certain people received secret knowledge (gnosis) which enabled them to 

move closer to heaven, closer to the Logos. 

It taught you needed special ‘spiritual guides’ to bring you up through the spiritual levels of 

heaven. 

It taught that only a few favoured souls would receive this wisdom (Sophia) and knowledge 

(gnosis) to become (pistis), spiritual people. 
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In the Interpreters Bible Commentary, “John was aware of all the speculations about the 

heavenward journey of the soul after death and the need of a guide.   

The key to all was imparted in an esoteric knowledge belonging to a select few – gnosis – to 

favored souls.  In this Gospel the noun ‘Knowledge” is avoided, but Christ declares himself to be 

the ultimate reality – truth.” 

That word truth means ‘the divine reality’.  

Many of us read that in our English translations and think, ‘yes, Jesus is true’ - that that’s not 

what truth means in John’s gospel when Jesus says, “I am the truth.” 

Jesus is saying, ‘I am the Divine Reality!’ 

And that truth is for everyone – not just a few favored souls, not just a key given to some but 

available to everyone! 

Inclusive! This must be read contextually. 

John breaks down the barriers to God by saying there is one source of life – that is Jesus – and 

Jesus is available to all – no secret knowledge, no special spiritual guides needed, no spiritual 

hoops to jump through – just one, Jesus – and he invites all. 

But we get ahead of ourselves, let’s go back to where Jesus says, ‘I am the way’.  

That sounds exclusive, however, compared to the religious philosophies John is juxtaposing 

Jesus to, it is not. 

Jesus was not a secret society, a secret path, an individualized spiritual guide to take people from 

one heavenly realm, introduce them to another spiritual guide to take them through the next. 

All we need is Jesus - one way. 

Jesus is the Way– Andreas Kostenberger in the Baker Exegetical Commentary says “Jesus takes 

everyone who believes in him, in this manner he becomes the way.” 

Jesus as the Way is also saying “It is about faith, not about religious rules and extreme spiritual 

practices – not about laws and ceremonies – I am the way, I have shown you what a life of faith 

looks like – this is what the Father is looking for!” 

The phrase ‘The Way’ has been adapted by many religious leaders in the past.   

Buddha had claimed to be the rediscoverer of an old Path, the Way. 

Lao-tzu called his teaching ‘The Way’. 

The religious community at Qumran called their teaching “The Way” which consisted of strict 

legal observances. 

In the Old Testament the “Ways of Truth” was a life lived in conformity to the law. 
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The way of Jesus contrasts the way of laws.  It’s not about following any law, religion or moral 

code, it is about faith in a person which changes us.  

This striving to reach heaven, to connect with God is found in Him.  

So Jesus saying, “I am the way” is inclusive.  Then he says, “I am the Truth.” 

We’ve already looked briefly at what the word ‘truth’ meant to the those in the days John wrote 

his Gospel.  

Essentially, truth meant ‘the Divine reality’.   

This word John uses for ‘truth’ is virtually absent from the synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark and 

Luke. 

This word ‘truth’ is meant to convey the idea of reality.  Truth is that which is real or genuine. 

To the readers of John’s time, this statement “I am the truth” means Christ is the revealed reality 

of God. 

This follows what John says earlier in his Gospel when he declares Jesus is the Logos.  He is 

now taking another Gnostic concept to declare Christ is again God – not some spiritual being 

who does amazing things – but God himself.  Jesus is the truth! 

Finally, Jesus is the life. 

Again, to a culture that was submerged in gnostic syncretism, life meant something essentially 

divine, from the divine world, indestructible; in a word immortality. (Dictionary of NT Theology 

pg. 477) 

Jesus says he is the life – he doesn’t just possess life, not only can he give life, but he is the life – 

another divine claim. 

Merrill Tenny in his book John – The Gospel of Belief says about Jesus claiming to be the life 

“Christianity is not a system of philosophy, nor ritual, nor code of laws; it is the impartation of 

divine vitality.” 

Life is found in Jesus. 

Jesus as life is a constant running theme throughout Johns Gospel.   

In John 10:10 Jesus says “I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full.” 

Again, Andreas Kostenberger in Baker Exegetical Commentary says “Life – frequently is said to 

be the result of a person’s coming to and believing in Jesus.” 

Remember John’s ultimate purpose in writing his Gospel? 

He states it in John 20:31 “these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

This is about discovering life – not about following rules and commands, but discovering life. 
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Finally, Jesus declares “No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

This sounds like we are back to an exclusive Jesus. 

However, think about what John has established so far in his gospel and in this passage. 

First of all, Jesus is the Logos, is God, is the Father. 

John 14:9, 11 Jesus says “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father... Believe me when I say 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” 

No one comes to the Father except through Jesus because Jesus and the Father are one. 

Jesus isn’t being exclusive but invitational. 

No need for Gnosis, or philosophies, or religious systems, laws and ceremonies. 

There is a real, direct path to God in which we find life – Jesus! 

This life that is found in God is available to all who believe. 

No one is excluded, everyone is invited, and everyone, regardless of background, culture, 

religion or lifestyle is excluded from finding life in Christ. 

The truth is God can be found in many places. 

Jesus illustrates this as he travels to ‘godless’ places and encounters ‘godless’ people where he 

finds faith.   

God can be found many places. 

I’ve always said ‘Not all paths lead to God, but God meets people on all paths’.  

Who are we to say where God can and cannot be found?   

I like how Arthur Gossip puts it in the Interpreters Bible Commentary.   

To paraphrase the Interpreters Commentary on Jesus’ statement that no one comes to the Father 

except through him it says; “Many people before Jesus experienced revelations of God.  People 

in the Old Testament, people of other religions.  A partial understanding of God can be found in 

several religions.  In Christ the full revelation of God is found.” 

God meets us where we are, all over the world, in a variety of cultures and circumstances. 

It is in Jesus that we have a full revelation of God, and it is with Faith in Jesus that we discover 

life as God intended.  

As a community of faith, may we reflect the inclusiveness of Jesus as we declare who he is – in 

hopes of experiencing that life found in Him and leading others to the same. 

Amen. 


